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Forming Transforming Leaders for Church and Nation 



Thus far the Lord has helped us… 
As we draw to a close of the year, we do so with a sense of deep gratitude to our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who has seen us through yet another challenging year.  God never ceased to amaze us 
with protection and provision. The success of the year is a shared one with great support and solidarity 
from various stakeholders and partners. For this, we are thankful!   

 

The Academic and Formation programmes concluded well. We note with sincere gratitude the 
commitment of all full time and adjunct lecturers who worked tirelessly to ensure quality teaching and 
learning. We are grateful that our Seminarians remained in good health throughout year. We commend 
all our learners (full time and distance) for their diligence and hard work, and we look forward to the 
new academic year.   
We close the 2022 Academic Year with 353 registered students (272 HCCM student in total for 2022, 
23 Diploma, 33 B.Th. and 14 B.Th. Hons, 11 who are continuing).   
 
Our four learning programmes noted below remain fully compliant with the respective education 
authorities: 

 
 
A successful valediction service took place on 23 November. Each of our Valedictorians were gifted a 
copy of the book I Beg to Differ: Ministry Amid the Teargas by The Rev Prof Peter Storey.  
In her Valediction Address to the class of 2020, the Seminary President, Dr Rowanne Marie, 
commended every one of the Valedictorians for the courage, resilience, tenacity, and steadfastness 
that they displayed over the past 3 years. She also expressed gratitude to the families, donors, the 
MCSA and other sending churches. Her address, was entitled “Deep calls unto Deep”, urging the class 
of 2020 to plunge deeper into a life of spirituality and authenticity – nothing shallow can reach the deep. 
A call to Ministry is a call to the deep! 

 
 

CLASS OF 2020 



Some Highlights of 2022                                        
 

The year commenced with a Covenant 
Service conducted by the Presiding 
Bishop, the General Secretary and the 
Bishop of Natal West. 
The Lay Leader and Chairperson of the 
SMMS Board was also in attendance. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 



 
Peter Storey Annual Lecture May 2022  

 
 
The Seminary held a successful Peter Storey Annual Lecture. The annual 
event honours The Rev Prof Peter Storey for his “tireless efforts, 
inspirational leadership, profound courage and supreme diligence which 
more than any other has led to the founding of Seth Mokitimi Methodist 
Seminary and the construction of this magnificent campus”. 
 
Our speaker for this Annual Lecture was Dr Brigalia Bam. Her message of 
hope was a call to commitment to justice arising from Christ’s love for 
humanity 
 

 
 

          
 

 
 

“We live in a morally complex world. It is beset with 
complexities and paradoxes. The certainties of the past 
are put under duress by development of modernity that 
gives rise to a different set of theological questions and 
moral challenges. 
 
In that sense both society and theological discourse 
changes and grows, creating a high level of uncertainty 
about traditional ways of knowing and doing theology and 
giving rise to what we have referred to as hermeneutics 
of suspicion, social sin, structural evil, and social justice.  
 
Despite that state of flux, we cannot simply diarise our 
Christian virtues. God is calling us to be active 
participants in the creation of a different future. Our 
eschatological hope beckons us and our task is to sustain 
moral regeneration.”  
 
Dr Brigalia Bam 
 

 



Graduation 2022 
 
Graduation 2022 was a successful event as we celebrated the 11th Annual Graduation of the 
Seminary. The Seminary successfully produced 774 graduates over the past 11 years, with many 
of them serving as Ministers, Local Preachers, NGO workers, Chaplaincy, and there are those who 
pursue post-graduate studies. There was a total of 132 graduates this year. We give thanks to God 
for the Graduates of the Seminary. 
 
Dr Dikgang Moseneke (Grand Chancellor) 

                Dr Phumla Mnganga (Chairperson of the Board) 

                
 

       

The Keynote address to the Graduating class was 
delivered by Mr Xhanti Mhlubulwana, Lay President 
of the Methodist Church of Southern Africa.  
“Saturate yourself with the knowledge of what it means to 
be a Missionary Church in the 21st Century African 
Context! The Church with a positive societal impact! The 
Church that is of influence not only to those who are 
members of the church, the body of Christ in terms of ethos 
as well as values as an intentional formation area by the 
church but also of influence on the community. Mission 
driven church has clarity on its pillars (key focus areas and 
measurements) of systems effectiveness in terms of 
incarnational mission.”  
Mr Xhanti Mhlubulwana 

 

                                  
 



 
 

 
                                                                      

 
 
Centre for Black Thought and African Studies 
 
The Centre hosted a series of public lectures as part of the initiative of the Centre for Black Thought 
and African Studies, which is a stimulus for thought processes, knowledge production, intellectual 
discourse, dialogue and dynamic interchange.  It is our hope and vision that the Centre will lend itself 
not only to the Seminary community, and to our budding theologians, but that it will serve as a resource 
Centre and its impact will reach far beyond as we engage, explore, and excavate the gold mines and 
diamond fields of Black Thought and African Studies.  

 
 
The Centre also hosted a successful book fair which offered an opportunity to the Community to 
purchase books and also engage with various authors and publishers’ 

 

 



Special Visits… 
 
During the course of the year, the Seminary hosted a number of special visits including Organisations, 
Donors and Ecumenical Partners.  We are thankful for care and generoristy displayed by those who 
come to bless us with their presence as well as generous gifts.   
 

         

 
 
 
Food Production: 

The Food Production project was a success 
initiative this year. We produced food from the 
SMMS and Rev Walter Gcabashe Development 
Centre gardens. This food was utilized in the 
canteen for preparing the daily supply of lunch 
meals to seminarians.  

 

 
 
 



Our Staff Team…Beyond the Call of Duty! 

 
SMMS Staff 
The staff team went beyond the call of duty in ensuring the safe and successful completion of the year. 
We note the hard work and great efforts in each of our departments.  We applaud the team who made 
a difference when it mattered the most!  Thank you, team!  
 
Appointment of New Head of Formation 

 
At the Annual Conference of MCSA held in September, the Rev Obusitswe 
Tiroyabone was appointed as the incoming Head of Formation. He will 
replace Rev Luvuyo Sifo who concluded a 5-year contract. Rev Tiroyabone 
is a graduate of the Seminary and has faithfully served in various societies 
and leadership roles over the past years. He comes with vast experience 
and in addition to leading the Formation Unit, he and will also contribute to 
the Academic programme of the Seminary. 
 
On behalf of the Board and the SMMS Community, we welcome Rev 
Tiroyabone to the SMMS Community as he officially takes on this role on 1st 
January 2023. 
 
 

Gratitude to Rev Luvuyo Sifo 
On behalf of the Seminary Board and entire the Community we wish 
to express our sincere gratitude to Rev Luvuyo Sifo who faithfully 
served as the Head of Formation for the past 5 years. 
 
Rev Sifo added tremendous value to the work of Ministerial Formation 
and gave oversight of the work of the Chapel.  
 
We wish him and his family God’s blessings as he exits the Seminary 
and continues with Ministry in Circuit. 
 



Student Executive Council 2023… 

                                      

            
The 2023 Student Executive Council led by Mr Siyabulela Lungana (Centre) 

Pictured with Dr Eraste Nyirimana (Head of Community Life) and Dr Rowanne Marie (President) 

Cluster Activities… 
The Pietermaritzburg Cluster of Theological Institutions has been 
active over the past year and consists of members from the St 
Joseph’s Theological Institute, the University of KwaZulu Natal, the 
Evangelical Seminary of Southern Africa, the United Congregational 
Church of Southern Africa as well as the Seth Mokitimi Methodist 
Seminary.  
 
The Student and Staff Community participated in various Cluster 
activities including Cluster Sports, Cluster Worship and Cluster 
Faculty Day.  
 
We are grateful for fellowship and that we enjoy with our Ecumenical 
partners. 

 



Annual Conference of the MCSA… 
This year’s Conference was hosted by the Natal West District and the Seminary was the hosting venue. 
It was an honour for the Community to welcome and host this year’s Conference as well as the 
Ordination Service.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We congratulate the Alumni of the Seminary who have been ordained at the 

recent Conference of the MCSA.  

We pray God’s blessings upon each one of them as they faithfully serve 

Church & Nation! 

 

 



An Invitation to Partner with us… 
We invite you to partner with us in our 

#10 000@200 Campaign. 
The purpose of this campaign is to mobilise up to 10 000 people from throughout the Connexion and 
beyond, to contribute a minimal amount of R200 per month for a period of twelve (12) months.  
Your gift of just R200 per month will greatly assist the Seminary in our mandate of Forming 
Transforming Leaders for Church and Nation.  This fundraising campaign will commence in January 
2023. Please share this with your family and friends, and partner with us as you sow a seed into the 
ministry of the Seminary. 
Donations can be contributed as follows: 
 

Account Name:    Seth Mokitimi Methodist Seminary 
Bank:     First National Bank (FNB) 
Branch:     Hayfields 
Branch Code:    221425 
Account Number:    62216384876 
Account Type:   Current 
SWIFT:     FIRNZAJJ (For International Donations) 
Reference:    #smms (Followed by Name and/or Surname) 
 

 

            
     

Gratitude and Special Greetings… 
                                                                   

The Seminary Community expresses sincere gratitude to all 
those who partnered with us, prayed for us, and pledged to 
us.  
Your generous giving and continued support brought us to a 
successful conclusion of a very challenging year!   
We appreciate you… 
 
 
 
 

 MCSA Leadership and Connexional Executive 

 SMMS Board, Trustees and Members of the NPC 

 MCSA Organisations 

 Local and International Friends of SMMS 

 Faithful Donors 

 #1000@100 Campaign Partners 

 Prayer Partners 

 Sending Churches 

 Adjunct Staff, Guest Lecturers and all Service Providers 

 Cluster and Ecumenical Partners 

 Families and Sponsors of our Seminarians 

 The Regional Hub of the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 

 The People Called Methodists! 
 
 
 



 

Wishing you all a blessed and safe Christmas and a Prosperous New Year! 
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