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Forming Transforming Leaders for Church and Nation

A Few Highlights…
Academic News
We remain thankful to the faculty for their commitment and contribution towards a successful completion
of the year. We are grateful that we have not lost the Academic year, and that Seminarians remained in
good health throughout a very challenging year. The hard work and efforts of all our learners (full time
and distance) is to be commended - their diligence and commitment reaped rewards of success. W e look
forward to the new academic year. The Seminary had a total of 377 seminarians enrolled this year,
inclusive of 302 Distance Learners and 75 Full Time Contact Learners.
Our four learning programmes noted below remain fully compliant with the respective education
authorities:

Graduation 2021 was a milestone event as we celebrated the 10 th Annual Graduation of the Seminary.
The Seminary successfully produced 641 graduates over the past 10 years, (5 B.Th Hons, 197 B.Th, 99
Diploma and 340 Higher Certificate in Christian Ministry). Many of our graduates are serving as Minsters,
Local Preachers, NGO workers, in Chaplaincy, and there are those who pursue post-graduate studies.
Formation News:
By God's grace, the Formation Unit concluded the year well. While some of the regular activities of
Formation have been disrupted by Covid, the in-house formation activity went on without hindrance. All
the planned services for spiritual development were conducted at Christ the Servant Chapel with all
services bring live streamed thus providing extended Ministry to God’s people.
The FEM activities that involved going to external agencies have been postponed due to regulations that
have been put in place by the SA government.
The Food Production project was a huge success this year. We
produced food from the SMMS and Rev Walter Gcabashe
Development Centre gardens. This food was utilized in the
canteen for preparing the daily supply of lunch meals to
students.

Centre for Black Thought and African Studies:

In collaboration with the Black Methodist Consultation (BMC) the Seminary hosted a series of public
lectures as part of the initiative of the Centre for Black Thought and African Studies. The very first lecture
took place of 19 August 2021. This comes after much collaboration with a shared desire for the creation
of such a Centre, which will become a stimulus for thought processes, knowledge production, intellectual
discourse, robust dialogue, dynamic interchange and scholarly impetus. It is our hope and vision that the
Centre will lend itself not only to the Seminary community, and to our budding theologians, but that it will
serve as a resource Centre and its impact will reach far beyond as we engage, explore and excavate the
gold mines and diamond fields of Black Thought and African Studies.

Staff News…

SMMS Full Time Staff
Through a very challenging year, the staff team went beyond the call of duty in ensuring the safe and
successful completion of the year. We note the hard work and great efforts in each of our departments .
We applaud the team who made a difference when it mattered the most! Thank you team!

Farewell to our Colleagues:
Rev Thembeka Mkabeni
We bid farewell to our Colleague, Rev Thembeka Mkabeni, who faithfully
served the Seminary since 2018. We appreciate Rev Mkabeni for the
gifts that she brought to the work of SMMS and for the grace that she
carried. Over the past years, Rev Mkabeni played a key role in the Field
Education Ministry (FEM) programme as well as in the Academic Unit of
the Seminary. We wish her well as she continues to serve the MCSA in
Port Shepstone. Go well Rev Mkabeni, God be with you and your family!

We also bid farewell to Sphindile
Mchunu and Nosipho Ngubane
and we thank them for their hard
work and faithful service to the
Seminary over the past years.
We pray special blessings over
each of them and their respective
families.

Appointment of Academic Dean
Dr Kennedy Owino was appointed as the Academic Dean of the Seminary on 1
July 2021. Dr Owino has been a member of the Seminary Community since 2010
as an Adjunct Lecturer, and was later appointed to the full time staff team. He
was the Head of Special Programmes, successfully steering the work Distance
Learning, and also lectures in the field of Systematic Theology. Dr Owino brings
much experience to the Academic Unit in the areas of Teaching and Learning as
well as Research. We wish Dr Kennedy Owino well as he leads the Academic
Unit.

10 years of faithful service!
We congratulate Dr Eraste Nyirimana, Mrs Christel Robinson
and Mrs Ntombifuthi Nxumalo on completing 10 years of
faithful service to SMMS.
We thank them for their deep commitment, dedication and
selfless service to the work of the Seminary for the past 10
years.

Farewell Class of 2019…

Our Valedictory Service took place on 19 November 2021. Each of our Valedictorians were gifted a copy
of the book I Beg to Differ: Ministry Amid the Teargas by The Rev Prof Peter Storey.
President’s Word to the Valedictorians
In her address to the class of 2019, the President commended every one of them for
the courage, resilience, tenacity and steadfastness that they displayed over the past
3 years. Her address, which was entitled “A Good Report”, urged the valedictorians
to go out and be carriers of a good report. The world right now is filled with many
discouraging and negative reports.
Life in general contains a series of reports of all sorts. Some reports carry good news,
some reports contain news of concern, and some reports carry news that is dismal
and discouraging. In Bible language, a good report is a sign of hope and renewal, it is a symbol of
something life giving, it refers to a person’s character when they are set amongst others: dignity, a good
name, honour, reputation, respect, and of sound character. A good report brings good news! The Prophet
Elijah’s servant brought back a good report about the awaited sign of rain; Joshua and Caleb brought
back a good report concerning a land of promise, Andrew the Disciple brought back a good report to
Jesus that he found a boy who has five barley loaves and two fish! These were reports of encouragement,
promise and hope. Dr Marie stated: “… as you make your exit from the Seth Mokitimi Methodist Seminary
on this 19th day of November 2021, I charge you to go out and be a good report, live out the life of a good
report, carry the branding of a good report, the world is waiting for a good report, the church needs a good
report - a report whose contents is not hidden but is made public by the very manifestation of the gifts and
the fruit of the Holy Spirit”.
She concluded her address by reiterating the words of the Apostle Paul as recorded in Phil 4:8 (NKJ)
Finally, my brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—
meditate on these things.
Congratulations to our Valedictorians!

The Exiting Class gifted
the Seminary with a
frame of the SMMS
Values as well as some
percussion instruments
for the Chapel in
memory of their
classmate Lindelwa
Dlamini.
Thank you class of
2019!

Gratitude and Special Greetings…
The Seminary Board under the leadership of Dr Phumla Mnganga,
together with the entire SMMS Community express sincere gratitude
to all those who partnered with us, prayed for and pledged to us. Your
generous giving and continued support brought us to a successful
conclusion of a very challenging year! Thank you for offering us
courage and support in a very challenging season. Special thanks to
the Methodist Church of Southern Africa, all those who serve on the
various Governance structures, various Organisations of the MCSA,
our donors, friends, alumni and Seminary Community.
We appreciate you all!

Wishing you all a blessed and safe Christmas and a happy new year!
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