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Forming Transforming Leaders for Church and Nation

A word from the President, Dr Rowanne Marie
The impacts of the pandemic are felt globally, affecting people in all spheres
of life. At the start of this year, none of us were prepared for such a turn of
events, neither were we adequately equipped to deal with the effects of Covid
19. However, the SMMS Community had to speedily transition into the ‘new
normal’, finding innovative means and methods to continue with the work that
we are called to do. This year marked the start of a new decade in the life of
the Seminary. The accomplishments of SMMS over the past decade were
made possible by the labour of love and many sacrifices of those who had
conceptualised its establishment, those who carried the dream into its
present reality, and those who faithfully serve in keeping the dream alive.
This year in particular was met with great challenges, but it was also a year that brought us together
as a community. We strive daily to remain faithful to fulfilling our roles and responsibilities at the
Seminary, and we do so to the praise of God’s Glory! “The People Called Methodists” never ceased
to amaze us throughout the year, in their support to the work of the Seminary. For this, we are
grateful! The Seminary experienced first-hand, the devastation of a pandemic dubbed the ‘invisible
enemy’. Whilst it could not be “business as usual”, we are thankful that our programmes continued
throughout the year, as we made necessary and prescribed adjustments with each new level of
lockdown. Due to the National Lockdown, our annual graduation was cancelled, however, at our
Board meeting on 17th August 2020, the names of 140 graduands were approved. We congratulate
our graduates on their achievements!
Although the Covid 19 impacts were severe on everyone, the Seminary was still able to carry out its
core responsibilities for the past months. For this, we give thanks and praise to our LORD Jesus
Christ, who strengthened us in our moments of difficulty. This can also be attributed to a competent
staff team, the effective administrative systems, the dedicated and innovative faculty and the
committed student body. We are thankful that we have not lost the Academic year. Our four learning
programmes which remain fully compliant are noted as follows:

Beyond the call of duty…

SMMS Full Time Staff
The team who went beyond the call of duty in ensuring the successful completion of the year. We
appreciate the hard work and great efforts in each of our departments, namely Administration and
Finance, Formation and Academic. We applaud the team who made a difference when it mattered
the most! Thank you team!

Farewell Class of 2018…

Valedictorians - Class of 2018
Our Valedictory Service took place on 20 November 2020, where 36 of our Valedictorians received
Certificates of Completion. In her charge to the class of 2018, the President commended every one
of them for the courage, resilience, tenacity and steadfastness that they displayed over the past 3
years. Her address, which was entitled “Carry your Candle”, urged the valedictorians to go out and
light the world, light every dark and uncomfortable space…and never stop shining for the Glory of
God. Based on the text from Matthew 5:14-16, the Valedictorians were encouraged to not hide their
light, to ensure that it does not get blown out by the pressures of this world, to trim the wick and to
always fill the oil. She noted that this year in particular, was a year beyond ordinary. It came with
the challenges of disease, destruction and even death. Amidst such challenges, we experienced
the Sovereign hand of God, we felt the keeping power of the Almighty, we rested in the peaceful
embrace of Jehovah Shalom and we celebrated the great provision of Jehovah Jireh. It was a year
filled with uncertainty, with a new normal, with fear, anxiety and even grief. It was also a year that
taught us that together we can mount above the storm clouds and we can soar over turbulent tides.
Congratulations to our Valedictorians!

Returning Seminarians…

Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Challenge Accepted # Jerusalema…

Our Seminarians recently accepted the
Jerusalema Challenge, and this was followed
by the release of a beautiful You Tube clip. The
short video was released on 1 September 2020
showcasing their talents of song, dance, coordination and choreography.
Importantly, it demonstrated their team spirit
with an intention to spread joy, love, hope and
light in the dark season of Covid 19. A word of
sincere appreciation to all those who followed
this challenge with donations!

Unveiling of the Thabiso Mokhopa Memorial Wall…
Thabiso Mokhopa was the first seminarian to pass away
during his time of Ministerial training at the Seminary.
He sadly lost the battle to cancer on 9 November 2018
in his 2rd year of studies. In his honour, a memorial wall
was set aside and dedicated on 1 November 2020.
This wall notes the names of all those (staff and
seminarians), who passed away during their time at the
Seminary. We honour the memory of our Seminarians
and Colleagues.

Pictured: Thabiso’s Mother laying a wreath

A Tribute…
Patrick Hlutyana
9 December 1970- 17 October 2020

The Seminary community pays
tribute to Patrick Hlutyana who
unfortunately succumbed to the
impact and complications of the
invisible enemy, Covid 19.
As a Community, we mourn this
great loss, and we celebrate the memory of our dear
Brother Patrick Hlutyana, who was a first year
seminarian. Patrick sadly lost the battle to Covid 19
complications on 17 October 2020.
Patrick was described by the Community as a brave
soldier who fought the good fight of faith. His
memory will remain etched in the tapestry of the
Seminary.
For everything there is a season, a time for every
activity under heaven. A time to be born and a time
to die. Ecclesiastes 3:1

Gratitude and Special Greetings…
The Seminary Community expresses
sincere gratitude to all those who
partnered with us, prayed for us and
pledged to us. Your generous giving and
continued support brought us to a
successful conclusion of a very
challenging year!
We appreciate you…











MCSA Leadership and Connexional Executive
SMMS Board
MCSA Organisations
Friends of SMMS
Donors
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Prayer Partners
Families of our Seminarians
Adjunct Lecturers, External Moderators and Examiners
Sending Churches, Ecumenical Partners and Cluster Partners

Wishing you all a blessed and safe Christmas and a happy new year!
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