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These are extraordinary times. This is an uncharted terrain.
Life for the human race has ground to a sudden halt. Daily
routines of the human family have been severely disrupted.
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Humanity has never panicked in the modern era as we are
seeing now. The invisible enemy is in total control. With all
our centillions of dollars, the world has never been richer. Yet
with all this money, all our technology, all the advances in
medicine, all our weapons of war and mass destruction, even
rockets that go beyond the space to the moon, we have bowed
down to the unseen virus, locking ourselves indoors, 24 hours,
seven days a week.
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When we celebrated Christmas last year, nobody ever
imagined that we would not be gathering for Easter
celebrations, the first time in living memory. Nobody ever
imagined that just six months into the new year, hundreds of
thousands would have lost their lives globally, millions lost
their jobs and livelihoods, while learners and students would
have missed valuable school time.
Like every other institution, SMMS was also badly affected by
the COVID-19 pandemic. With the announcement of the
national lockdown by President Cyril Ramaphosa, seminarians
found themselves packing their bags to return home right in
the middle of the semester. The impact of this disruption to
the academic and formation programmes will be with us for a
long time to come.
The indefinite lockdown disrupted the semester that had
taken off to a good start. However, the seminary could not sit
by and watch while the academic year goes to waste. A couple
of weeks into the lockdown, the seminary migrated to online
learning so that the teaching and learning would continue.

Seminarians on the first day of their return to campus.
115 Golf Road, Epworth, Pietermaritzburg

In spite of the costs involved in setting up the online learning
facility, faculty staff tried their level best to ensure that
students receive the learning material and continue with their
assignments and tests. With the easing of restrictions and
movement to Alert Level 3, the exiting class returned to
campus to finish off the semester while the other intakes
continued with online learning.
It is not just the academic programme that was affected. The
formation programme was also adversely affected by the
lockdown. It meant seminarians would not go for their daily
morning chapel services and would not do their practical
preaching sessions. The lockdown also meant that seminarians
would not partake in their Further Education Ministry (FEM)
outreach programmes. The absence of seminarians from
campus also impacted community life, a key pillar of seminary
life. The Formation team, however, put measures in place to
ensure that some aspects of the Formation Programme
continued during the lockdown. Final year seminarians were
each given a day on which to preach. They recorded their
sermons on video which were then shared with the Methodist
family daily, and are available on the MCSA and SMMS social
media platforms.
With the easing of restrictions, it is hoped that the rest of the
seminarians will come back to the Village when the second
semester begins in the first week of August.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
The Impacts of COVID-19 on the Seminary
The impacts of the pandemic are felt globally, affecting
people in all spheres of life. For us as an Institution of Higher
Learning, and as a Community of Formation, the national
lockdown continues to impact us in various ways. However, we
remain committed to playing our role in “flattening the
curve.” At the start of this year, none of us were prepared for
such a turn of events, neither were we adequately equipped
to deal with the effects of COVID-19. The seminary had to
suspend all its activities on 20 March 2020, in compliance with
the directives of the Minister of Higher Education.
In the light of the impacts of COVID-19, we had to
unfortunately postpone our annual Peter Storey Lecture and
Graduation ceremony, which is a highlight of our academic
calendar. Needless to say, this brought great disappointment
to the 140 graduands. We also note that this is our first cohort
of Honours Degree graduands.

Dr Rowanne Marie
The year 2020 marked the start of a new decade in the
history of the seminary. During the course of last year,
we celebrated 10 years of God’s grace, provision and
protection over this institution.
The following are our student numbers in the respective
seminary programmes:

Programme
Diploma
B.Th.
B.Th. Hons in
Christian Leadership
MTh (at UKZN)
Formation Internship
Programme (FIP)
TOTAL
Distance Learning
Programme (HCCM)

Student Numbers
23
59
9
4
2
97
317

Institutional Compliance
We continue to comply with the regulations of the
Education authorities, and we are pleased to say that our
registration with the Department of Higher Education and
Training (DHET) remains intact up until 31 December 2025
as reflected in the screenshot from our DHET Certificate
below.

Continuity of Programmes by Distance Learning
Following the announcement of the national lockdown, all oncampus activity came to an abrupt halt on 20 March 2020, and
all seminarians were sent home. Teaching and learning for the
rest of this semester continued remotely, by various online
and e-learning methods. Although access to data and devices
was a huge challenge for many of our seminarians, I hugely
appreciate the great efforts made by every one of them to
continue with their studies remotely. It is a sign of maturity,
commitment and leaders in the making.
I must also note and commend the great efforts of our
administrative staff and the faculty (both full time and
adjunct), who had to speedily adjust their teaching plans and
methods so that teaching and learning could continue
remotely. Migrating from a full time contact to a distance
model comes with its challenges, but the team has risen to
the challenge.
Level 3 Preparation - Students Return to Campus
As outlined by the Minister, higher education institutions are
allowed to have 33% of their student population back on
campus. This opportunity was extended to all our final year
seminarians who returned to campus on Monday, 8 June. This
brings huge relief to us in that we are able to sufficiently
conclude
the
semester's
Academic
and
Formation
requirements within this period. We are very mindful of the
protocols, procedures and policies that must be strictly
adhered to, and these have been well addressed in
consultation with the Department of Health.

(Continued on p. 8)
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COVID–19: IS THERE ANY WORD FROM THE LORD?
By Mteteli Caba
The question that Zedekiah asked Jeremiah (37:17) “Is there any word from the Lord?” - came to mind as
I reflected on the COVID-19 pandemic that is
currently engulfing the world.
Without a doubt, the coronavirus and the restrictions
imposed by government have thrown the church into
uncharted waters.
2020 will go down in history as a year when the Good
Friday, Easter and the preceding events were thrown
into disarray. The inability of the church to congregate
“for worship” has had serious consequences for her
sustenance. It is so because we have only learned to
give when we gather, and even worse, the possibility
exists that our sense of spirituality and Christianity is
invoked when we wear our church uniforms and set our
feet inside the church walls. The question therefore is
whether COVID-19 has not brought into question our
understanding of being and doing church. Linked to this
question is whether or not we have a clear
understanding and conviction of what it means to be
the ecclesia – “the called out ones.”
Forster and Oosterbrink (2015) ask this question more
pointedly: “Where is the Church on Monday?” They
rightfully submit that “if Christians were inspired and
equipped to understand the potential that their
presence, talents and abilities could make towards
achieving the aims of God’s kingdom in society, we
could see a new missional thrust emerging within the
church. Sadly, very few South African churches have
realised the potential of a theology and practice of
ministry for the church in the marketplace” (Forster
and Oosterbrink, 2015:1). They seem to argue that the
primary purpose of the institutional church is to equip
the followers of Christ to becoming what God has
designed them to become, so that they live as true
witnesses of the faith wherever they are, particularly
in the market place [and their homes].

Caba waits for the word from the Lord.
This is what Rusaw and Swanson (2004) define as “an
externally focused church.” Rusaw and Swanson (2004:24)
submit that an externally focused church is one that is not
limited to just proclaiming good news but is convicted to
doing good works that make a positive impact in
communities. The essence of my submission in this regard
is that the primary business of the church is in the making
of disciples as commanded by Christ in Matthew 28:19-20a.
The more the church is faithful in the carving of disciples,
the better our world will become. Those disciples will
know as a matter of conviction and commitment that the
church of God needs to be fueled in order to do the
mission of God effectively. Therefore, resourcing will not
only happen when we gather in sanctuaries and as a way
of compliance.
The church dares not fail this time in doing her own selfintrospection and dares not miss this opportunity as she
has done in other instances. We have for a long time been
inward focused and forgot what our core business is. May
this opportunity bring the church, at all levels, to a
realisation that we can and should do things differently.
In conclusion, it is my considered view that the era we
find ourselves in is a Kairos moment for all of us. It is an
opportunity for the church to reclaim her prophetic
witness and ministry. I agree with Wessel Bentley when he
submits that, “when it comes to prophetic action, the
church needs to recognise that it has a vital role to play in
the building of local communities, in a way the state
cannot.”

Caba urges the Church to self-introspect.

I strongly believe that these are the times for us to discern
the word from the Lord. It just might be that we are
called to do things differently, for the sake of God and
God’s church.
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REFLECTIONS ON THE LOCKDOWN
By Harry James
As the lockdown came, my initial sense was one or
surrealism. Who would have thought that in our day and
age we would be subjected to something like this? I
suppose like many of us I thought, or rather hoped, that
the government was maybe overreacting and that this
would be short lived. But as the infection rate and death
toll climbed, not just in our country but worldwide, the
truth of the devastating effects of COVID-19 began to sink
in. Friends who own their own businesses are in very
difficult positions and I empathise deeply with them.
However, the fact remains that people’s lives are at stake
and I am grateful that our leaders were prepared to make
really difficult decisions in order to save lives. I do not
envy them, the responsibility that rests upon their
shoulders in the least.
My own journey during this period has been difficult. Many of
my thoughts and emotions have not even been conscious or
clearly articulable. After the initial whirlwind of activity and
preparation for lockdown the reality began to dawn that I
cannot freely come and go as I please. Initially this was
manageable but as the days passed, I started feeling more
and more confined. I started missing so much that I had taken
for granted, things like being able to go for a walk or to visit
friends. Most of all I miss community. The blessing of
engaging with people freely and without fear or restriction is
probably not going to be part of our daily lives for quite a
while. This is extremely sad. I have come to realise that we
are social beings, that God has deeply ingrained within each
of us the need for community. This is probably the reason
why God has called us into community, because it is only in
community that we can realise our true humanity.
people.

James says “the best of all is, God is with us.”
I am enormously grateful for my family with whom I have
been able to spend lockdown. I cannot begin to imagine
how much more difficult it must be for those who have
been separated from their family during this time, or who
do not have any family to be with. I guess all these
realisations are one of the blessings that have come from
this lockdown experience. Suddenly the small things in life
really matter - freedom of movement, being able to go for
a walk, to shake a friend’s hand. When Alert Level 4 was
brought into effect, I was extremely grateful to be able to
go for a jog in the mornings again. Yet with the additional
freedom also came anxiety, anxiety at being exposed to
people again and the increased risk of infection. As Level 3
has come into effect, there is again a mixed bag of
emotions coursing through me. I am excited to be able to
see friends and colleagues again, but sad that we will have
to maintain social distancing and anxious at the increased
risk once again.
As we journey together through this new landscape I realise
more and more that we are not in control. As scary as that
is, it is also profoundly liberating, especially because we
know that God journeys with us through this difficult time.
I have struggled with the lockdown; I have felt confined
and frustrated. I have been unable to move about like I
want to. I have struggled emotionally and physically. Yet I
am coming away from this with a deeper appreciation for
life, for others and especially for my relationship with God.
Maybe I am moving toward a place where I can more
honestly agree with Wesley and say that “the best of all is,
God is with us.”

James (r) poses for a photo with Charles Botha and Monde Mchunu.
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DID GOD CAUSE COVID-19?
By Rikus Jansen
Currently, the majority of the people in the world are
finding themselves in lockdown due to the Covid-19
pandemic. People are feeling frustrated, confused, and
scared. I would image some may be asking: “Why is this
happening and what is God’s hand in all of this?”
In this piece, I want to explore God’s hand in this pandemic.
Did God cause the COVID-19 pandemic to punish the world?

I have seen articles on various media platforms where it is
stated that the virus is caused by 5G or it is because of Chinese
biological warfare, or people who ate bats and even that it is
the signs of the times and God sending a message.
To look into this, I want to focus on the following points: is this
virus the sign of the times? Is it God’s hand that caused this or
is it human hands that are behind this?
Sign of the times
Many Christians will recognise or have an idea of what is meant
by the signs of the times. The scriptures that are usually
referenced are Matthew 24 and Luke 21:5-37. If we reflect on
these two texts, they seem to match very closely the situation
in the world today: constant wars, lots of earthquakes and
storms. People seem to be more self-centered and wicked.
There are famines and diseases all over the world: Ebola,
HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, Swine Flu and COVID-19, to mention
but a few.
I am sure that people thought the same things during the First
World War and even the second, that it was the sign of the
times. The reality is that Matthew 24:8 gives us a very
important clue: “All these are the beginning of birth pains.”
Jesus used this analogy to let the disciples and ourselves
understand that when we see these things, it is only the
beginning, as the start of birth pains. Birth pains can be brief
or labour can go on for hours. Therefore, the signs of the times
could have started even before the Middle Ages, and as the
labour pains get worse the closer the contractions are, the
worse it is getting.

No one knows how long this is going to go on, but yes, all
these things are the signs of the times.
God’s hand in COVID-19
Now, what does bother me a bit is when words like “God is
giving us a sign” are used in a way that could suggest that
God has caused this disaster to happen.
If we read the words of Jesus carefully, nowhere does he say
the Father will send pestilence and famine. Nowhere does
he say the Father will cause war. Nowhere does he say the
father will cause earthquakes.
The reality is that we as humanity find ourselves where we
are because of our own doing.
In Genesis 1:26 we learn that God created humankind with a
plan, and this plan included to have dominion over the
earth. From Genesis 2 we get a message that this dominion
means to take care of, not to abuse the earth. Yet, due to
our sinful nature and greed, we have abused the earth. Now
we find a world that is polluted and causing people and
animals to suffer
In Exodus 12:9, God instructs the Hebrews not to eat meat
that is not thoroughly cooked, but rather roasted over a fire.
This seems to be an instruction to make sure that the
bacteria and viruses that could cause disease are completely
destroyed.
Then, in recent history, we have thrown God out of our
schools and our “secular” lives, stating that God does not
belong there or any part of our daily lives; God can only do
what we as humanity request and not be part of every
aspect of our lives. Therefore, as God did with the Israelites
when they turned away from Him, which was to remove His
hand of protection, so has he done that to us. At least we
know that He never removed His hand of protection from
those who kept true to God’s covenant, for example, Daniel
and Jeremiah. Thus, God may have removed His hand from
humanity as we keep rejecting Him, but for those of us who
stay true in Christ, God is still with us.
If COVID-19 was a lab experiment gone wrong or biological
warfare, it is due to humanity’s sin and greed. If it is a result
of uncleaned foods being eaten and not cooked properly, it
is because of not using the wisdom God had provided through
His word. But this state of the world is not God’s work, but
our own.

Finally
The good news is that it is not too late to turn back to God.
As we learn from the Old Testament, God is merciful. John
3:16 tells us how much God loves us. Let us all turn back to
God and let Him be part of every aspect of our lives.
When the lockdown is over, let us not go back to the old
ways, but stop living greedy lives. I pray that governments
and leaders will stop being greedy and truly serve their
people. I pray that industries will not operate for greedy
profits, but that the world will consume what is needed and
stop using the earth’s resources to fill our greed.
Jansen argues that God did not cause the corona virus.
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WORSHIP UNDER LOCKDOWN
By Linda Mathutha
Communal worship and fellowship have been the norm
long before we existed. As Christians, we are used to
communal worship in church buildings, just as the early
church was. In Acts 2:42-47 we encounter a call to
worship, fellowship, blessing, confession, prayer and
doxology.
The COVID-19 pandemic has changed all that. All religious
gatherings have been banned and all church buildings
locked for over 2 months. The challenge for the Church is to
integrate education, worship, fellowship and service at this
time of the lockdown.
Fellowship and sharing of bread sum up the African
understanding of Ubuntu. As African people, we love to sit
down in groups and share bread and fellowship together.
Surely the pandemic has hit hard the core of our identity, of
what makes us African.
The idea of not being able to ‘go to church’ is a terrible
blow to many faithful Christians. Learning to worship alone
or with close family members does not sit well with most of
us because we relate better to God through communal
liturgy and fellowship. With the lockdown, we feel we have
to learn a new way of relating to God. This new way feels
like it inhibits the flow of the Holy Spirit. How do we
fellowship and break the bread during the pandemic? How
do we make sense of Act 2:42-47?

Mathutha wonders when he will participate in
communal worship again.
Worship is, however, not about community; it is about an
individual and his/her relationship with Christ, the first and
only High Priest, the only one competent to bring worship to
God and to sanctify his people. God, not the church, lies at
the centre of Christian worship The Methodist general Rules of
Life show that true worship is an individual act: “Do no harm,
do good and attending upon all our ordinances of God.”

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
(Continued from Page 2)
Responses to COVID-19
As a community of faith, as lecturers, theologians and
ministers in training, we must take time to reflect on our
experiences and share with one another as we document
such chronicles, which none of us were prepared for, or
even imagined to be possible in our lifetime. Some of the
important questions we raise must include theological
reflections, practical ministry responses, and personal
concerns.
What does this mean for many people who may be at risk of
losing their financial stability? What will be the possible
impacts and after effects of social distancing in the near
future? In a context where the events of marriage, birth,
death, and Church in general are not limited and restricted
in numbers, how do we reimagine such events?
Importantly, what is God saying in all of this? Do we hear
God’s voice in this experience? Do we feel God’s touch?
Now that the earth has quietened down for a while, with
less toxins and abuse, is nature beginning to speak to us? Is
the earth healing from the tortures of ecological
degradation? Yes, these are some of the conversations that
we need to engage in, creating space to reflect, rethink,
reimagine and re-tool.
Gender-Based Violence
The seminary joins the rest of the MCSA in our lament of
the scourge of gender-based violence. We condemn
senseless and merciless activities that plague our societies,

placing many women and children in double jeopardy. At
this particular time, not only are they under the threat of
the invisible enemy of COVID-19, but they are also exposed
on a daily basis to the plague of gender-based violence – a
plague that must be cured and can be avoided.
As a seminary we remain agitated and restless as we
commit to ongoing efforts of creating awareness and
addressing this visible enemy, which is evidenced by the
scars women and children bear on their bodies, as well as
by the cold corpses of these precious souls.
Conclusion
As a seminary, we remain grateful to the people called
Methodists, to the leadership of the MCSA, the Board under
the leadership of Dr Phumla Mnganga, and friends of SMMS.
The ongoing support, encouragement and prayer during
these difficult and unprecedented times, offer us courage
to move forward. To each staff member and as well as
every seminarian who have shown strength of character,
team spirit and comradery during tough times is a
pictogram of great resilience – we are in this together!
Remain a beacon of hope, light and life. “The Lord goes
before you and will be with you. God will never leave nor
forsake you. Do not be afraid, do not be discouraged”
(Deut 31:8).
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SEMINARIANS URGED TO HAVE ‘GOD’S STAMP OF OWNERSHIP’

SMMS Dean of Chapel and Head of Formation, Rev Luvuyo
Sifo has urged new seminarians to be servants on whom
God’s mark of ownership rests, servants about whom God
delights and servants upon whom God’s Spirit rests.
Rev Sifo was delivering a message of welcome to the 2020
Intake, in January.
He said, “Anyone who is tasked with the mission of bringing
justice to the world should carry, as his or her sign of
authority, the approval of God as God’s own. Anyone who
enters into ministry of whatever form or shape should enter
that ministry knowing full well that God has a claim upon his or
her life.
“There are many men and women who are in the ministry yet
God does not know them. If you are going to partner with God
in the ministry of bringing justice in this world, please make
sure that God’s stamp of ownership is upon you because, unless
that is the case, the ministry you enter will not be God’s but
yours.”
The second attribute of the servant, Rev Sifo said, is that God
delights in him.
“So delighted is God in the servant that God upholds and
elevates him. So pleased is God that God becomes the pillar
upon which the servant leans in times of stress and tribulation.
The servant keeps bouncing like a tennis ball because God
upholds him,” the Dean said.

The third attribute of the servant, he said, is that the servant
has God’s Spirit in him.
Rev Sifo said, “The Spirit is poured in proportion to the task
that lies ahead. If the servant must speak the truth, heal,
prophesy, preach or teach, he or she is given enough measure
of the Spirit to enable her to do that task with conviction.”

Rev Sifo urges seminarians to have God’s stamp of ownership.
He said the seminary is a place where they will be
reminded that they belong to God, that God delights in
them and that God has poured God’s Spirit upon them for
the sake of bringing justice into the world.
“You will be reminded that you have done nothing to
deserve to be here; God has done everything. You will be
reminded over and over again that your response to this
amazing grace is that you should seek after a Godly
character,” he said.
Rev Sifo said the vocation of servanthood is about always
putting other people’s interests ahead of our own.
He said, “The ministry to which we are called is not for
people who attract attention to themselves; it is for
people who quietly point beyond themselves to the true
saviour of the world. We should always look out for the
vulnerable, the weak, the rejected and dejected. We
should not instill fear into other people. We should be
gentle. We should be approachable. The ministry of the
servant is captured well by the threefold Methodist Rule
of Life. Do no harm. Do good. Love God.”

The 2020 Intake listens to Rev Sifo’s message
attentively.

He ended by encouraging them not to falter or be
discouraged until justice has been established on earth:
“We should not give up. We should not hang our gloves
before the boxing match is over. We should be stubborn
in faith, resilient in hope and determined in purpose
because he who has called us is faithful.”
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PB URGES SEMINARIANS TO BE SALT AND LIGHT OF THE EARTH
Officially opening the 2020 academic year in February,
Presiding Bishop of the Methodist Church of Southern Africa
(MCSA), Rev Purity Malinga urged SMMS students to be salt
and light of the earth.
Rev Malinga said, “You are at SMMS because of the calling. We
have high hopes that out of this seminary will come ministers
who are willing to open up to be formed and transformed by
Christ so that their words can match their actions. My greatest
hope is that out of this seminary will come followers of Christ
who are salt and light; who will preach healing out of their
lives, and not just out of their mouths who, through their lives,
even before they open their mouths, will preach to the
people.”
She said the call to ministry is not a right but a privilege with
responsibility.
“No one is entitled to this calling, but we are given the
privilege of following Jesus. God can change this world without
us, but He has given us the privilege to work together with Him
to shape tomorrow today. It is God who is shaping; He has only
invited us to be part of the shaping. It, therefore, means to
come with humility and know that we are given a privilege but
this privilege has a responsibility,” Rev Malinga said.
The times in which we are living, she said, are times in which
Christians are seeking to hear the Word of God.
“They receive all kinds of messages from all kinds of preachers
and pastors, but the question people keep asking is: ‘Where are
the ministers and preachers who live the gospel?’ because if the
gospel is healing and transforming those preaching it should be
healed and transformed. All the actions of darkness that
happen in our world happen in our churches and it is sad when
they are done by those who preach the gospel.
“Thus, I am craving for ministers who will come out of this
place preaching Christ through their lives, who will be salt to
influence young people out there so that communities and lives
can change. I will be excited to see ministers who will wear and
see a collar as something that reveals their identity and not a
show off for people to give me a space to sit,” the Presiding
Bishop said.
Rev Malinga said seminarians need to learn daily from Jesus
how to be Christ-like so that they can be light to the world.
She said, “If you do that, this will not just be an institution of
higher learning but a place of formation where ministers are
formed. There is a difference between the two: an institution
of higher learning is about the head but a place of formation is
about the heart.”
Bringing greetings and best wishes of all the people called
Methodist, MCSA General Secretary, Rev Michel Hansrod said
the seminarians are being trained at a time which is both
exciting and very painful, which in the words of Mark Twain, is
‘the best of times and the worst of times.’ He said the MCSA is
experiencing exciting times as ‘the Pentecostal wind of change
has blown through the church.’

Bishop Malinga poses for a photo with Rev Hansrod, Dr
Rowanne Marie and Rev Sifo.
“It was in May last year - 43 years after the decision of the
1976 conference to ordain women - that the collective
synods of the MCSA rose to break the ceiling of 100
Presiding Bishops by electing its 101st as a woman. Indeed
the winds blew at that very same time as two synods
simultaneously, in different places elected two women to
lead as bishops. And that is not the end, the Connexional
executive meeting a month later went on to appoint a
third. This week, for the first time in the history of the
MCSA, we sat in a Bishop’s meeting in which they were
more than one woman present. That can only be the work
of God’s spirit,” Rev Hansrod said.
He said it is also exciting that three new synods have been
inaugurated.
“This year is not only significant in opening up spaces that
had long been held exclusively for only some, but also
because it is fifty years since the last time that the MCSA
had sought to multiply itself. Our Presiding Bishop now
presides over fifteen synods. Most significantly, among
these are Namibia and Molopo, in Namibia and Botswana
respectively, which have for long been simply appendixes
of synods in South Africa. We look forward during the
course of this year as we engage in the elective processes
of leadership for two new synods, namely in Mpumalanga,
which incorporates Swaziland and Aliwal North in the
eastern parts of Gauteng Province,” the General Secretary
said.
Rev Hansrod said this is also the worst of times: “The
effects of global warming are seen all around us. Economic
meltdown is not only spoken about but experienced by
especially the most vulnerable across the globe. We have
seen the election and the continued leadership of despotic
regimes across the globe. Sexual and gender-based violence
and the abuse of children continue unabated.”
He ended by expressing the hope that the church has in the
trainee ministers: “You are the harbingers of our hope as
you take residence in this repository of our hope for both
church and all our nations. It is our prayer that you be
open, perceptive and willing to engage in your formation
for, who knows, among you may be risen leaders who will
bring to fulfilment God’s vision of hope and transformation
for Africa and the world.”
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A TIME TO SAY GOODBYE
By Rev Tshepo Modiakgotla
As theologians and future theologians, Mugambi (1995:77)
challenges us when he writes: “I am wrestling with a
contradiction: The gospel proclaims the good news in specific
cultural and historical terms. Yet missionary Christianity has
reached Africa as terribly bad news, in which people have
been taught in Church to despise their culture, their ancestry,
their history and their knowledge. How can Jesus the Son of
God, who created Africans in his own image, condone such
dehumanisation? Either this negative teaching is theologically
erroneous, or it is imperialist ideology rather than theology.”

Joyce Rupp, in her book Praying our Goodbyes, rightfully
contends that goodbyes are part and parcel of the human
predicament. She asks a poignant question: “Who of us has
not said farewell to someone and felt a great heartache and
a deep sadness, wanting to stop the process and wondering
when the ache would ever leave?” She goes on to give the
original meaning of the word Goodbye: “God-be-with-ye.”
There is a recognition here that God was a significant part of
the going. Therefore, goodbye is the proclamation in the
belief that when we part, God is with us.
There is a recognition on both sides that time for parting has
arrived and no one can stop the process. Goodbye to the
traveler means that the other people cannot keep the traveler
from his journey; they know that his leaving is essential for his
growth. So go, go with God.
As I bid farewell to all of you, I feel honoured and sad at the
same time. Honoured because I have the opportunity to write
this goodbye message, sad because it is me who has to do this
tough job of saying goodbye.
A sincere word of gratitude goes to all the formators and
lecturers, for their fraternal and generous spirit. In them we
saw great dedication, passion and love for the Church. These
men and women have sacrificed so much, simply because they
want to contribute to the formation of future ministers. They
may not be perfect, like all of us. But there is one thing that
we know about them - they try their utmost best to do their
work according to the mind of the Church.
Allow me to thank you, dear staff, for the light moments we
shared together over the past 3 years. Thank you also for
challenging us to grow and to think broader than our own areas
of specialisation. One thing I assure you is that on my part, I
will continue reading.
It is my earnest belief that the time has come for us African
theologians to tell the Good News of Christ from our own
experience as Africans. The time has come for African
philosophers and theologians to take Mbiti’s concern seriously
about the lack of African concepts of Christ. John Mbiti
laments that “the African Church is without a theology,
without theologians, and without theological concern.” Other
African countries, like Nigeria, Ghana, Tanzania, Kenya, etc.,
have responded positively to this challenge. What about us in
Southern Africa?

Ugandan Sister, Mary Savio (cited in Stinton 2004:44),
concurs, adding: “When we got the gospel, it had changed so
much that it had a different culture. We were absorbing it
through many cultures that had touched it. But now it is for us
Africans to think, which is the real Christ? And which is the
other culture? Where do I fit in? Should we be going for
everything that came with this gospel? How can we make it
our own? Or how can we really belong to Christ?”

I therefore urge us all that the time has come for the Church
in Southern Africa to appropriate Jesus’ question to Simon
Peter: “Who do you say I am?”
I sometimes get worried when I hear a seminarian say that he
is only striving to get a percentage which is known as the
“ordination mark” - 50%. When I hear such, I begin to wonder
whether we shall be able to address John Mbiti’s concern and
Mugambi’s chastising challenge. One thing which caused me
pain over the three years I spent at the seminary was seeing
some students failing to utilise the opportunity they have.
A seminarian is a Christian who is discerning his or her
vocation to the priesthood within the Church of Christ. It is,
therefore, incumbent upon him or her to begin to show signs
of his or her willingness to be set apart for Christ, because
through ordination s/he becomes the ‘other Christ’, alter
Christus. A seminarian must love those things that are placed
at his/her disposal in order to assist him/her inculcate the
necessary evangelical nutrients for ministry at a later stage.
Pope Benedict XVI, addressing seminarians in Palermo, Italy
on 3 October 2010, said, “the seminary is particularly valuable
for your future, because…it leads you to being pastors of souls
and teachers of the faith…live this time of grace with
dedication…be obedient to the orders of your superiors and of
those responsible for your growth in Christ.” The goal of
seminary formation is to produce an integrated wo/man who
is firmly grounded in Christ.
As we go forward, dear future ministers with our journey of
discernment, please let us have a close relationship with
Christ now. If you do not have it now, you will not have it
either in the future as a minister. Actually, what you will be
in the future starts today. Glimpses of the kind of a minister
you will be, can be discerned now during the period of your
formation. So, if you do not abide in Christ now, you will not
bear much fruit as a minister in the future. The onus is upon
each and every seminarian to open his or her mind and heart
to formation.
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SMMS IS YOUR SEMINARY! IT NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
By supporting SMMS you are playing your part in the
formation of transforming leaders for both the
Church and nation.
Transforming leadership is vital if southern Africa is
to achieve its potential and become a region that is
fully healed, reconciled, able to address critical
challenges, respect the dignity and basic human
rights of all its people and deliver the essential and
humanising services that characterise societies at
their best.
If you share this vision, then you are the person we
are looking for!
We are on a ‘Friends of SMMS’ Campaign to establish
a movement of people who are passionate about
ministerial training and formation and who would
like to commit to helping us achieve our vision.
If you are called to partner with us and support
God’s work in this way, please tear off this slip and
fill in your details. Take the form to your bank and
you are a partner. Please do not forget to let us
know about your donation so that we may
acknowledge your generosity appropriately.

Name of beneficiary
Account name: Seth Mokitimi Methodist Seminary
Bank:
First National Bank (FNB)
Branch:
Hayfields
SWIFT:
FIRNZAJJ
Branch Code: 221425
Account No: 62216384876
Account type: Current

Payee
Account name: -----------------------------------------------Bank:

------------------------------------------------

Branch & Code: ----------------------------------------------Account No:

-------------------------------------------------

Account type: -------------------------------------------------

Once off
Amount:

or

Monthly

-------------------------------------------------

For more information please contact:

First payment date: ------------------------------------------

Reception on 033 846 8600

Signature:

-------------------------------------------------

or email: reception@smms.ac.za

Date:

-------------------------------------------------

We thank you in anticipation for your positive
response to this call.

Email:

-------------------------------------------------

Phone number: ------------------------------------------------

IS CHURCH NOT AN ECONOMY OF THE UNEXPLAINABLES?
"Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the
mother of James and the other women with them who
told these things to the apostles, but these words
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe
them." Luke 24: 10-11
Kwezi
and they did not believe her
Cheryl Zondi
and they did not believe her
Piwokazi
and they did not believe her
Zolile Khumalo
and they did not believe her
Christine Blasey Ford
and they did not believe her
witnesses at the cross
witnesses at the empty tomb
witnesses of the gospel
and yet WE did not believe them

By Rev Matheko G. Masola

but yet again is church not an economy of the
unexplainables?
#EndRapeCulture #breakthesilence
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