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SMMS CELEBRATES 10 YEARS OF FORMING 

TRANSFORMING LEADERS FOR 

CHURCH AND NATION

This year, SMMS - the flagship project of the

Methodist Church of Southern Africa (MCSA) -

celebrates ten years of producing leaders and

architects of a better future for the church and the

southern African region.

In 2004, MCSA Presiding Bishop, Ivan Abrahams,

concerned by the standards of the ministry, set up a

commission, chaired by Rev Dr Donald Cragg, to review

theological education and ministerial training. The

commission engaged with the current MCSA theological

training community, conducted surveys of clergy and

laity, examined what other denominations were doing

and then distilled their findings in a report presented

to the 2005 MCSA Conference.

The central finding of the commission was that the

desired outcomes would be better achieved by an

immediate return to a full three-year residential “in

community” training regime. It was also determined to

place as much emphasis on the inculcation of the

Christian disciplines of piety, worship, compassion,

justice, personal and social holiness as on academic

study.

It was recommended that the new seminary be located

in Pietermaritzburg because of its accessibility to what

was then the School of Religion and Theology at the

University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN) and an opportunity

for ecumenical engagement with the Pietermaritzburg

Cluster of Theological Institutions.

After much planning and resource mobilisation, the

pioneer seminarians entered SMMS in January 2009. The

new R64 million campus was declared open in

September 2010.
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The decade has been one of struggle and triumph, joy and

sorrow, many successes and of course, some challenges.

“We have been hard pressed on every side, but not

crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not

abandoned; troubled, but not destroyed” (2 Corinthians

4:8-9). We have not allowed challenges to weaken us, but

rather we drew strength and hope from them and soldiered

on. We have always understood that our mandate requires

resilience and endurance; the courage to press on in spite

of the real challenges on the way. We have stretched

ourselves to the limits to ensure that we keep the

institution’s head above water.

In spite of the challenges it has faced, the seminary has

proved that it can hold its own. It has developed rapidly

since it opened its doors to students.

SMMS boasts competitive academic and formation

programmes that are irresistibly attractive to prospective

students from far and wide. Over the years, hundreds of

students have graduated proudly at this institution and

now, with great determination and competence, serve the

southern African region as transformational leaders both in

the church and in the secular world.

Celebrating 10 years of forming transforming 

leaders  for church and nation
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NEW GOVERNANCE MODEL FOR SMMS

In order to provide foresight, oversight, insight, as

well as steer SMMS towards a sustainable future, a

new three-tier governance model has been adopted

for the institution, replacing the Governing Council.

The three tiers are the SMMS Trust, the Non-Profit

Company (NPC) and the Board of Directors.

The SMMS Trust owns and maintains the land on which

SMMS is built and will not be involved in the operations

of the SMMS NPC. The guiding principle is that the Trust

is a stakeholder who has long term interest in the

institution. The Trust appoints members of the NPC.

The trustees who serve on the NPC must preferably be

members of Conference.

The NPC, as a shareholder, appoints the Directors of

the Board. The NPC is composed of seven members

with a long term interest in the seminary. The MCSA is

also represented in the NPC.

The SMMS Board of Directors will have a maximum of 16

Directors appointed by members of the NPC, nine ex

officio by portfolio and seven elected to ensure that

the board possesses relevant expertise and skills

(fundraising, human resources, legal, academic

development, etc.) for it to provide strategic direction

to the institution through adopting sound, ethical, and

legal governance and financial management policies, as

well as making sure that the institution has adequate

resources to execute its mandate.

Board Chairperson, Dr Phumla Mnganga gave the

rationale for the adoption of a new governance

structure: “A Governing Council is a model that is used

in public universities which receive funding from

government and operate under the Higher Education

Act. We had a bit of a hybrid model in which we had a

Governing Council while being a private institution. It

was a model which looks similar to public universities

but under a framework that is for private institutions.

A private institution needs a private sector governance
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Members of the Board pose for a photo after their inaugural 
meeting.

model which has a proper Board in terms of the Companies

Act. There is a need to understand the clear separation of

governance roles and decision-making between the MCSA

and SMMS.”

She applauded the new model arguing that it is much more

effective than its predecessor.

She said, “The Governing Council was just too big. I did not

think that it was agile and flexible enough to take this

institution into the future. I am one of the people who felt

strongly that the governance model needed to change. We

needed a proper board with strong committees.

“It is more appropriate for SMMS to remain anchored in the

principles and policies of MCSA because it is primarily an

institution of Methodist ministerial training, thus a child of

the church, but to also be an institution that is financially

sustainable on its own, and for the Board to have a fiduciary

responsibility to SMMS, not to MCSA. The President should

be appointed by the Board not by Conference.”

PRAYER FOR ELECTIONS

We pray for this nation that is deeply divided. May we come

together for the common good and do as you have called us

to do – to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you

through creation.

We pray for communities that are struggling with

inequality, unrest, and poverty. May we all work towards

reconciliation with one another and with God.

Help us to listen in love, work together in peace, and

collaborate with one another as we seek the betterment of

our communities and our country.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen

Loving God, creator of this world and the source of our

wisdom and understanding, watch over this nation during this

time of elections. Help us to see how our faith informs our

principles and actions.

We give thanks for the right to vote. Help us to hold this

privilege and responsibility with the care and awareness it

merits, realising that our vote matters and that it is an act of

faith.

Guide us through this election as a nation as we vote for

people to do work on our behalf and on behalf of our

communities. Help us to vote for people who will better our

community and our country so that it may reflect the values

Christ taught us.



FUTURE OF SMMS BRIGHT - MNGANGA

“The future of SMMS is bright,” so says Dr Phumla

Mnganga, Chairperson of the newly constituted SMMS

Board of Directors.

Dr Mnganga was setting out her vision for the

institution in a wide-ranging interview.

The former UKZN Governing Council Chairperson said

financial sustainability is a top priority of her Board.

“By financial sustainability we mean diversifying the

income streams of this institution significantly. You

cannot run an institution that is consistently assisted by

the Methodist Connexional Office (MCO). It is fine that

the MCO can assist but the institution must also stand

on its own in terms of its financial robustness. It is not

an overnight thing. It takes time. For a Board to have

an impact, we are looking at a five-year period. But I

have no doubt that we will achieve financial

sustainability.

“In the last five years at UKZN before the Fees Must

Fall campaign, my legacy was increasing fees by double

digits every year. It was very clear to me that at some

point we were not going to be able to do it. What we

did was to build reserves so that the university would

remain financially stable. Apart from all the gossip, the

university is reasonably financially stable,” she said.

She paid tribute to her colleagues on the Board and

said they are all raring to go.

“I said to my colleagues, if you cannot contribute, do

not be on the Board. I cannot be part of a structure

that just runs from meeting to meeting. We must have

the capacity to make a difference. To me mediocrity is

not negotiable; it is not an option. My job as

Chairperson is to understand each member and what

they bring and I am beginning to understand and

nurture that. Changing institutions for the better is
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Dr Mnganga says financial sustainability of 
SMMS is her top priority.

something that takes time and it is not an easy

process,” she said

Dr Mnganga emphasised the need for quality academic

and formation programmes as a good starting point for

financial sustainability.

She said, “We need to ensure that our programmes are

of high quality and we need to increase their number.

SMMS should be seen as an institution of high academic

standing, an institution that has very strong academic

standards. To me that is actually the biggest

contributor to financial sustainability. When anybody

says they want a programme, say on ministerial

formation, leadership ethics or transformational

leadership, whether as a short or long course, whatever

it is, they must go to SMMS. That will on its own

contribute to financial sustainability.

“I think we have a strong base in what we are offering

currently, and what we have achieved in the past ten

years is actually great if we can intensify it. I just do

not look at finance in terms of numbers but in terms of

making sure that your core purpose is excellent. I also

see SMMS staff featuring in research and that is

absolutely fantastic.”

As a parting shot, Dr Mnganga said: “To lead the SMMS

Board and to serve the Methodist Church in this manner

is an honour and a privilege. I consider myself blessed

to have the opportunity to make a contribution. It is a

choice that I made independently. I feel that I have the

experience, the resources, the desire and commitment

to contribute to this institution, and it is exciting.”



4

GQUBULE REMEMBERED

The late educationist and first SMMS Grand Chancellor, Rev

Dr Simon Gqubule, has been described as a model father, a

disciplined human being and an academically rigorous

scholar, by her daughter and SMMS Board Chairperson, Dr

Mnganga.

In a wide-ranging interview, Dr Mnganga reflected on her

father’s parenting philosophy and aspects of his personality

that influenced her and her siblings, as well as the thousands

of people who were touched by his life.

“I am very grateful to my parents for the manner in which

they raised us as children and what they bequeathed to us in

terms of who we are, our character and the choices that we

have made in life.

“They contributed significantly to the quality of my life, my

relational circles and the spaces that I occupy as a person

and the institutional relationships that I choose. It is our

collective view as siblings that we are very happy to own our

parenthood. My sister Thandeka used to say, ‘If we gambled

for parenting, we won the jackpot.’ I do not mind being

identified as Dr Gqubule’s daughter,” Dr Mnganga said.

She described her parents as having a cohesive parenting

philosophy. “Their work was very synergistic and

complementary. It was a seamless project. Our mother was a

professional in her own right and wanted to be understood

and defined for who she was. She left her own legacy in the

special education and disability sector,” she said.

The very distinctive aspects of her father’s personality that

has influenced her, Dr Mnganga – who holds a PhD from the

Wits Business School - said, is his love for education, reading

and academic rigour.

She said, “My father was academically a very rigorous person.

That love for academics, the rigour and the depth with which

he approached academics heavily influenced me and my

approach to life. I grew up understanding that education is

not negotiable. It was foundational to defining who I am. Not

just education for the sake of a degree or a title but in terms

of developing one’s ability to think conceptually and at a

higher level, one’s problem solving capabilities and ability to

apply oneself across disciplines.

“He also bequeathed to us a common love of reading and

writing. He was an avid reader who read right until his death.

He had a massive library and he read for us every night

before we went to bed. My brother is an economist and he

writes a lot. My sister is a journalist and published author and

is finishing her second book on the SABC 8. My father would

be extremely proud of her. What he and I shared is a love for

English - poetry and literature. He loved English a lot. Even

when he retired, he offered to teach English in local

schools.”

Dr Mnganga said Dr Gqubule was an extremely disciplined

man.

“He was incredibly disciplined in terms of his general life

routines. He was a highly structured person. I grew up

observing it and I saw it as just naturally the way one is

supposed to live their life,” she said.

Another quality of his, Dr Mnganga remembered, was the

quality of his relationships and incredible networks. She

said, “My father had many people that he knew going back

many years. Even in his 70s with the advent of technology,

he learnt its power, embraced it and it enabled him to link

up with his friends from all over the world and even

expanded his networks.”

She said her father had an unbreakable commitment to the

Methodist Church: “He would say that before anything, he

was a servant of the Church. His unrelenting commitment

to the Church was really beneficial to us and our sense of

identity. We described ourselves as ‘Children of the

Connexion.’ When we later became political activists and

experienced dangers away from home, the first form of

comfort would be a local Methodist Church, because we

knew that we would find safety there. Even after the death

of our parents, we have no desire to disconnect from the

Church.”

Dr Mnganga described Dr Gqubule as someone who did not

hesitate to critique policies and practices that he did not

agree with in the church.

‘Like father like daughter’: Drs Gqubule and Mnganga pose for 

a photo during the 2016 Graduation service. 

(Continued on Page 7)
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THE JOY OF THE LORD IS YOUR STRENGTH

Rev Morgan dedicates the Simon Gqubule Archives. 

MCSA General Secretary, Rev Charmaine Morgan, has

urged new seminarians not to weep over the life they

have left behind in order to pursue the difficult path of

following Jesus, but to remember that ‘the joy of the

Lord is their strength.’

Rev Morgan was welcoming the first year seminarians to

the seminary, on 27 January.

“You have all answered a call from Jesus in your lives. You

have heard him speak to you in one way of the other. Now

is the time for your response. This is the time for action. It

is not the time for weeping.

“You could weep over a job you have given up, or a

lifestyle you have lost choosing to go into ministry; you

could weep that this or that is not like you want it at the

seminary. You could become depressed by the fact that

the job of a Minister is a very difficult one. You could weep

that you did not answer the call earlier in your life. This is

not the time for weeping, ‘the joy of the Lord is your

strength,’” she said.

Reflecting on Nehemiah 8 where the Jews who had just

returned to Jerusalem from the Babylonian exile wept as

they listened to Ezra reading the Word of God, she said

their leadership was not impressed with their weeping. It

was time for rejoicing at the word of God, and it was time

for action, not for weeping.

Rev Morgan said the message that Jesus brings to the

congregation in Nazareth in Luke 4 and to us, calls for the

same response as the message of Ezra. She was quick to

add that the response is not to weep but to act because

‘the joy of the Lord is your strength.’

She likened Jesus to a stone that causes ripples when

thrown in a pond and urged seminarians to do likewise.

“Jesus comes into the world and causes a ripple in the

waters because he does not toe the party line. He pays

more attention to sinners than to saints. Like the stone

that cannot be seen any longer, Jesus has ascended to the

Father and the ripple he caused, setting the world on a

new path, needs to continue. Someone must carry on

pointing people to God who loves them, giving hope to the

poor, and freeing those who are downtrodden. Someone

must continue inviting people into the household of God.

The church, the Body of Christ, is here to continue the

ripples in the pond.

“We do not generate the ripples ourselves; Jesus is the

generator. Ripples in a pond always travel outwards; never

inwards. The only time you might see ripples that move

inwards, is if you pull the plug out of the bath, and the

bath runs dry. The church that only looks inward, that only

spends money on itself, that only looks after its own

members and no one else; that forgets about the poor and

the oppressed, and those who need to hear the Gospel of

salvation has pulled the plug on itself, and it will run dry,”

she said.

Rev Morgan likened the MCSA to a huge pond and added that

if all its members participate in sending out those ripples

together as a response to the call and Ministry of Jesus, the

impact will be massive.

She said, “There are more Societies of the MCSA than there

are branches of Pep Stores or Spar in this country. We can

touch every single community, school, hospital, prison, and

municipality. We can have a transforming impact in every

town and village in southern Africa if we hear the call of

Jesus and act on it in unison. We are not here for the status

quo. Stagnant water is dirty water. Let those ripples ripple.

That is what we are called for.”

Meanwhile, SMMS President, Rev Vido Nyobole has urged

seminarians to put all hands on deck as they begin the

academic year so that SMMS can become the preferred centre

of learning on the continent. He urged every disciple of Christ

in the entire MSCA to play a role in the formation of

ministers. “It is said ‘it takes a village to raise a child.’ In the

same vein, it takes a country of disciples of Christ to form

ministers,” he said.

Welcoming students on behalf of the SMMS Board, the

Chairperson, Dr Mnganga, shared her board’s vision that will

make SMMS sustainable and an institute of excellence.

She said, “This institution has a Board that is passionate and

committed to the mission of the institution, a Board

underpinned by a strong intent of governance, ethical

leadership and working cohesively to ensure that this

institution performs its objectives. I therefore urge all

members of the SMMS stakeholder community to work with us

as a team to ensure that this institution achieves its

objectives.”

The Secretary of the South African Synod of the United

Congregational Church of Southern Africa (UCCSA), Rev

Thulani Ndlazi, expressed gratitude to SMMS for training his

denomination’s ministers. He added that some of the best

ministers in the UCCSA were trained at SMMS.



LENT: A PILGRIMAGE OF PAIN AND HOPE

Lent is a period during which Christians seek to deepen

their faith through prayer, fasting, repentance,

almsgiving, sacrificial generosity, and serving God and

humanity, according to SMMS Dean of Chapel, Rev Luvuyo

Sifo.

Rev Sifo was delivering the homily during the Ash Wednesday

service, on 6 March.

“In the next forty days, we will commemorate the

pilgrimage of the Israelites from Egypt to the Promised Land.

We will call to mind how God’s faithfulness and unwavering

trustworthiness coexisted with the rebelliousness of God’s

pilgrim people. During this period, we will also partake in

the wilderness experience of Jesus who fasted for forty days

and nights as he was preparing himself for the mission and

ministry of God that was before him. Both the pilgrim

people’s journey from Egypt and the wilderness experience

of Jesus share in a litany of parallels such as pain and

suffering, endurance and perseverance, temptations and

triumphs, weakness and failure, as well as God’s faithfulness

and trustworthiness,” Rev Sifo said.

A Christian entering the Lenten pilgrimage, he said, should

find solace in the fact that the same resources that

sustained the Israelites and Jesus are still available today.

“The Israelites and Jesus were sustained by their

relationship with God and the powerful presence of the Holy

Spirit. Just as they needed a living relationship with God, so

do we. Just as they needed to submit to God’s will and

purpose, so do we. Just as they needed the anointing of the

Holy Spirit, so do we. Just as they were able to overcome

temptations and challenges, so can we. We enter the Lenten

pilgrimage with an assurance that, come what may, we will

emerge victorious. From the Israelites’ example we know

that our enemies will not prevail over us. From Jesus’

example we know that evil will not prevail,” he said.

Lent is a period of going back to the wilderness where

character is shaped, Rev Sifo said, adding that it reminds us

that life is not as smooth as many imagine it to be.

6

Rev Sifo says repentance is at the heart of Lent.

He said, “In the wilderness, there is no physical comfort.

There is less food and water. There is unbearable heat. In

the wilderness there is howling wind and dust and there are

scorpions and thorns. To partake of the Christian way of life

means that we do not escape the wilderness but we enter

the wilderness and experience the discomfort as we are

being shaped into the people that God wants us to be.

Character is not shaped during smooth and pleasant times.

Character is shaped and refined during hard and trying

times.

“The best preachers of the gospel are preachers that have

come out of the wilderness. The best ambassadors of the

kingdom are people that have emerged out of the

wilderness. The best carriers of the good news are people

who have experienced the wilderness. The wilderness is not

a place where we should build mansions to stay; the

wilderness is a place of transition that rubs the dirt out of

us and leaves the shining pearls of a golden character.”

Rev Sifo underscored the importance of repentance and the

resultant restoration during Lent.

“At the very heart of the Lenten pilgrimage is repentance.

Simply put, repentance is turning away from all that

separates us from God, and turning towards God. It is a

turning away from a direction of self-destruction to a

direction of gracious preservation; from selfish arrogance to

selfless humility; and from self-reliance to reliance on God.

“When we walk away from God we alienate ourselves but

when we turn back to God we are restored. Even though we

walked away from God deliberately, God still receives us

back warmly and treats us as if we never walked away. The

initial broken relationship is mended to such an extent that

there is no sign that it had ever been broken. Restoration

means putting something back to its original state. The glue

that God uses in restoring us is grace, and the process that

God uses is salvation,” Rev Sifo said.

Remember you are dust… Rev Sifo applies ashes to little 
children.



GQUBULE HONOURED

SMMS Archives have been named after the late scholar

and first SMMS Grand Chancellor, Rev Dr Gqubule.

The Archives were dedicated by MCSA General Secretary,

Rev Charmaine Morgan, during the institution’s opening

service, on 27 January.

The Gqubule family donated some 5 000 archival material

from Dr Gqubule’s collection during the dedication

service.

Speaking for the family, Dr Mnganga, who is also the

Chairperson of the SMMS Board, said they were honoured

to hand over to SMMS the life-long collection of their

father, a servant, a scholar and a transformational

leader, whose legacy is indelibly intertwined with SMMS.

“It was my father’s life-long vision of service to work as a

teacher, a scholar, a researcher and a producer of

knowledge for the MCSA. The characteristics that

inspired him in Seth Mokitimi and other leaders of the

MCSA that he then attempted to live by were those of

service and of being a life-long learner. Even at the ripe

age of 89 years, he continued to learn and read avidly

and widely beyond his discipline. We are absolutely

certain that wherever he is, he knows that we have done

the right thing in donating this collection to SMMS,” Dr

Mnganga said.

She urged seminarians to be life-long learners and

servants of the human race.
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Dr Mnganga (R) poses for a photo with friends in front of the 
Archives after handing over her father’s archival collection.

“May you be first and foremost servants of humanity, of

southern Africa and those whom you lead. While you are

here, may you be learners and razor-sharp scholars. May

you vigorously pursue understanding of your discipline,

your calling and your service. May you ensure that the

vision, the life-long work of the founders of the MCSA and

all its heroes continues,” she said.

In accepting the archival material SMMS President, Rev

Vido Nyobole, expressed gratitude to the Gqubule family

for donating the invaluable collection to the seminary.

He said, “Through these books and church-related

material, Rev Dr Gqubule’s name will be engraved in the

annals of the MCSA and on the door of the Archives.”

Agency in improving the environment that he was

living in. He wanted to wake up in the morning and

make a difference, whether it was organising a

bursary for some child to go to college or saving

another from an abusive family. That is what gave

meaning to the latter part of his life after the death

of our mother.

“It is one thing to critique the socio-political

environment but it is another to be a community

builder. The awards he won towards the end of his

life, for example, Citizen of the year Award, were

more about local impact. The local community had

enormous pride in him. He was a light that shone

wherever he went, in the hearts and minds of other

people. Even if his funeral was an official one, all

the people who played roles there were from the

local community. The extra mile that they went in

assisting at the funeral of that size talks to his

legacy as a community builder.”

GQUBULE REMEMBERED

(Continued from Page 4)

“It is known in the MCSA that my father questioned

certain policies and practices within the church. For

him it was about critiquing an institution from

within, while respecting and supporting it. I think

that is a healthy thing because institutions such as

the MCSA ought to evolve, question and reinvent

themselves. The church needs leaders who question

some of its positions. My father was very vocal about

women leadership. He questioned the assumption

that only men can assume leadership positions in the

church. He went an extra mile to support women

aspiring for leadership positions,” Dr Mnganga said.

Asked about how Dr Gqubule would view the current

political developments in the country, Dr Mnganga

said her father was not an armchair critic but

somebody who wanted to bring change wherever he

was in practical ways.

She said, “Like most Christians he was very critical

of developments in our politics but he also did not

want to be a public intellectual who merely critiques

his society. He wanted to be active and have some



I am sitting in my room on a cold Saturday in September after

beautiful rainfall and having a WhatsApp conversation with

one of my closest friends and “Big brother” in the Beautiful

Village, Thabo Losaba. The conversation is about prayer. As we

are attesting to the power of prayer, it then makes sense to do

a reflection on prayer.

I think where we lose the plot is thinking that we have to

allocate time and space to prayer and use big words in our

conversation with God. For me it is none of that. In fact it is

not and has never been about using big words or praying for

long but having the ability to connect with my creator. Martin

Luther concurs; “The fewer the words the better the prayer.”

Not so long ago, I had a similar conversation with my family

about how God has been beyond faithful to me. As much as I

am often left in awe when God exceeds my expectations, it is

again no surprise at all when I reminisce about God and how

He has revealed Himself to me through prayer on numerous

occasions. He would speak to me through the inner voice. I

guess experiencing the amazement is in a sense that I am in

Pietermaritzburg, yet He continues to reveal Himself even in

my wilderness and my moment of despondence.

I used to allocate time to prayer but honestly, I do not do that

anymore. It could have been influenced by many factors, but it

helps because I always find myself wanting to pray. I therefore

pray everywhere and every time - while taking a shower, doing

my assignment, studying, during silent retreat, walking or

eating, I am in contact with my creator.
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In moments when I appear to be lonely in the eyes of

the world, these are the moments that I value much as

they allow me to connect with God. The old fashioned

girl in me sometimes refuses to move with the times

when it comes to certain things. I refuse to take prayer

for granted. I do not leave my bed without prayer. I do

not leave my house without prayer. I do not reach my

destination without thanksgiving prayer. I do not eat or

drink anything without prayer. I do not get into class or

engage with my school work without prayer. I do not get

into my house without prayer.

These are just a glimpse of prayer moments in my life. I

pray for those things that we normally take for granted

or regard as insignificant. In my prayer, I choose to give

more thanks than asking and I have found that through

giving thanks, He grants me more and would be left in

awe. “Do not worry about anything instead, pray about

everything, tell God your needs and do not forget to

thank Him for His answers. If you do this, you will

experience God’s peace, which is far more wonderful

than the human mind can understand” (Philippians 4:6-

7). He gives me a cherry on top. In my overwhelming

moments, struggling to understand His goodness to me,

God reveals Himself in Scripture.

My message to my fellow seminarians is to never doubt

the power of your own prayers. I am not just a firm

believer in prayer but a living testimony. Those close to

me would know exactly what I mean by this. Do not look

at the outer part of me and conclude that I have it

easy. I am who I am because of nothing but prayer. That

is the legacy that my mother has passed on to me and

that I am busy imparting to my own children.

In my prayer, I always pray that He opens my eyes to

see His answers and ears to hear His responses and He

has done just that. He does not answer according to me,

but according to what He sees as best for me. It is only

through prayer that I am sustained daily. It is only

through prayer that I am made anew every day. It is

only through prayer that things are in order for me, yes

in God’s order not my order or the worlds’ order and I

embrace that. To me prayer is not merely a prayer but

it is a source of my life.

PRAYER HOLDS THE KEY TO HEAVEN’S DOOR

“Prayer is not asking. 

Prayer is putting oneself 

in the hands of God, at His disposition, 

and listening to 

His voice in the depth of our hearts.”

― 

Mother Teresa

By Lydia Majela



By Zamuxolo Charles Botha

On 14 March 2019, Cyclone Idai hit parts of Mozambique,

Zimbabwe and Malawi. At least 746 people were reported

killed by the storm and by the floods caused by the heavy

rains. Thousands of people were injured and others are still

missing. In Mozambique, two major rivers, the Buzi and the

Pungue, burst their banks, submerging entire villages and

leaving bodies floating over the water. This condition has

resulted in the outbreak of Cholera and the number of

casualties will increase due to poor sanitation and dirty

drinking water.

Various media outlets reported the following statistics:

MOZAMBIQUE

People killed: 501 

People injured: 1 523

Houses damaged or destroyed: 99 317 

Crops damaged: 669 903 hectares 

People affected: 1.85 million

ZIMBABWE

People killed: 268

People missing: 300

People displaced: 16 000 households 

People affected: 250 000

MALAWI

People killed: 60

People injured: 672

People displaced: 19 328 households 

People affected: 868 895

Climate change is a reality and its impact has real

consequences in people’s lives. Climate catastrophe is perhaps

the most probable fate awaiting us unless we do something

about it. Climate change and global warming are two terms

that are used interchangeably even though each one has its

own distinct meaning. Nevertheless there is direct correlation

between the two terms. Most scientists agree that the main

cause of the current global warming trend is human expansion

of the greenhouse effect. The heat from the sun which passes

through the atmosphere is unable to radiate back to space due

to the blanket of these gases forming in the atmosphere. These

gases are emitted by power utilities and petrochemical

industries.

The effects of the climate changing due to the emissions and

environmental degradation is detrimental to creation. The

impact of climate change, amongst others, will be more

droughts, severe heat waves and severe cyclones.

As people of faith, this calls us to be intentional advocates for

the resuscitation and renewal of creation. We are stewards of

this created order and as such we ought to nurture and tend it.

The doctrine of creation leads to the idea of human

stewardship of creation. Therefore human beings are supposed

to be responsible for creation and take special care in dealing

with ecological and environmental issues. 9

As stewards of creation, ours is a world created by an

almighty spirit beyond our understanding and constantly

reworked by humankind. As co-creators and those given the

responsibility to be stewards of creation, we partake in the

reworking or re-engineering of creation. Taking into

cognisance the notion of creatio continua, which refers to

God’s continuing to create throughout the history of the

universe. The continued creation or re-engineering of the

created order occurs through activities of human beings.

It is important therefore, for co-creators not to destroy the

created order but rather sustain it for the coming

generations. The created order will have to be re-

engineered not just to remove the blemishes that we have

put upon its surface but to keep it going as a livable habitat

for the future.

The removal of the damage caused to creation will require

all of us to consciously acknowledge that sustainable ‘green

solutions’ are essential. This conscious acknowledgment

simply means that the rich cannot get away with easy limits

on pollution, nor the poor feel free to invest in new dirty

industries that would further accentuate global warming. As

people who are formed to be transforming leaders for

church and nations, we will need to be involved in decision

making processes (social and political) that will shape the

outcomes of the future generations.

We need to echo and intentionally support the call made by

the World Council of Churches (WCC) for the “care for

creation and climate justice”. The WCC intentionally asserts

that if “creation is threatened, churches and Christians are

called to speak out and act as an expression of their

commitment to life, justice and love.” The response to

climate justice should not be limited to social and political

engagement but should include relief initiatives. Calls have

been made through the church platforms and social spaces

to bring relief through donations to the regions affected by

Cyclone Idai, in particular the region of Mozambique. Let us

partake in these initiatives and begin the process of climate

justice and care for creation.

CO-CREATORS DESTROYING CREATED ORDER

Botha argues that an ecolocaust is looming unless 
humanity does something to avert it.



It was a cold and rainy day while we were sitting around

the fire exhibeni (traditional roundavel) when I received

the news from my co-supervisor, Professor Charlene van

der Walt, that I was among the fifteen theology students

in the world who had won the scholarship to participate

in the 2018 international Bridging Gaps Exchange

Programme at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam in the

Netherlands.

I could not believe that I was going to write my Masters

dissertation at the famous university. Bridging Gaps is an

exchange programme offered by the Vrije Universiteit

Amsterdam and the Protestant Theological University which

offers international students the opportunity of an

intercultural exchange that enriches their theology.

Among many things the program offered me an exposure to

the typical Dutch life and how people do church in Holland.

I visited churches in Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Groningen and

Linschoten. It was very sad to learn that the church has

become unpopular in Holland in the 21st century. Historic

church buildings which date back to the 12th century are

turned to museums and mosques. I visited the Oude

Lutherse Kerk in Amsterdam, a church building that

accommodates 2500 people. In the 17th century this church

would be overcrowded but today there are approximately

50 people who attend the normal Sunday service. I was also

fortunate to attend an ecumenical prayer in

commemoration of the people who died in the

Mediterranean Sea while trying to flee their African

homelands to reach the greener pastures of Europe. There

are thousands of bodies that have been fished out of the

sea and the number continues to grow.

I was surprised to learn and see that there are homeless

people in Amsterdam. This is because the media has

portrayed European cities as extremely perfect where there

is flourishing life for all people. I was also fortunate to be

part of the Interfaith Conference at The Hague. The 2018

theme was ‘Faith and Science’. The conference brought

together scientists and theologians to learn from each other.

It was also a privilege to spend a week in Oslo, Norway. I

had an opportunity to visit the Oslo Opera House, the

Norwegian Royal Palace, and the Nobel Peace Centre. It was

also an honour to meet Prof Trygve Wyller, a Norwegian

theologian who is also an honorary professor at UKZN and has

visited SMMS before. The highlight of my stay in Norway was

to participate in the march against racism in Oslo. I am

grateful to Drs Federico Settler and Mari Haugga Engh (both

from UKZN) who made my visit to Oslo possible. I also had an

opportunity to travel to Paris in France and to Brussels in

Belgium.

Bridging Gaps is a very productive program, especially for

young theologians. The program exposed me to people from

different parts of the world.

The rural boy flies the SMMS flag high at the heart of Europe.

ACCESS DENIED, ACCESS GRANTED

FROM ENHLANGWINI TO EUROPE

By Ntobeko Dlamini

Many a time we find ourselves in situations where we want to

get what we want, live a life that we want and achieve what

we want to. But access to these is denied; denied by our

thoughts, our actions and by our approach; denied by those in

power and leadership; denied by worrying about what people

will think and say. Fear and lack of faith fail us and deny us

access to God’s blessings.

The first Adam denied humanity access to paradise by failing

to obey God’s rules. The Israelites under Moses were denied

access to the land of milk and honey, because of disobeying

God.

On the cross, Jesus, the second Adam, granted the ‘good’ thief

access to paradise, on the spot. By opening his arms on the

cross, Jesus granted us access to direct communication with

God. With the tearing of the temple curtain while Christ was

on the cross, we were granted direct access to God’s salvation.

It takes us one dramatic U-turn – from negativity to positivity,

from destroying to building, from hurting to loving – for access

to be granted.

By Bonolo Moepeng, UCCSA House of Formation
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The Chapel of Christ the Servant was in a sombre mood as

the Mncwabe family joined the SMMS community in

remembering and celebrating the life of Khethiwe, on 19

February.

Speaker after speaker painted a picture of a Khethiwe who

loved life, was full of love and touched many people in

various ways.

In his message, Rev Sifo, reminded worshippers that God

never abandons His people even when the temptation in

times of difficulty is to think that He has.

Rev Sifo said, “At times we go through moments in life when

we feel that we are alone, disregarded and uncared for. We

wonder if God is present or He has rejected us. Sometimes

we wonder if He loves us as much as He says. If He loves and

cares for us as much as He claims, why does He seem so

distant and why does He not stop our suffering?

“However, though we may not see God, or feel his

presence, he is always there. We are in his heart every

moment of the day. When the sun rises, you and I are the

first thing that God thinks about. When the sun sets, you

and I are the last thing in God’s mind. In fact, so present is

God, that when we go to sleep, He neither sleeps nor

slumbers.”

Reflecting on the story of the resurrection of Lazarus (John

11:1-44), Rev Sifo said when the two sisters sent message to

Jesus about Lazarus’ sickness, they had hope that Jesus

would ‘do something,’ yet Jesus did not immediately come

to his friend’s rescue.

“Before Lazarus’ death, the conversation in the family at

Bethany was of seeking help. It was a conversation of trust

that Jesus would heal the sick brother. I do not know how

many messages you sent to Jesus in prayer when Khethiwe

was ill. She was also praying for herself. You did well by

sending a message of prayer to Jesus,” he said.

Rev Sifo said the sisters’ conversation with Jesus after

Lazarus’ death shows on the one hand frustration and

disappointment for Jesus’ failure to come earlier to rescue

his friend, and on the other, hope that he might still help

him. There is a mixture of frustration and hope, uncertainty

and assurance, as well as resignation and resilient refusal to

give up.

He said, “The fact that Jesus did not stop everything he was

doing to come to Lazarus’ rescue did not mean he was

absent, or that he had deserted them. Though he was

absent, Jesus was already aware of the outcome of Lazarus’

sickness. In his absence, Jesus knew that Lazarus’ sickness

and death was so that God’s son may be glorified.

“John shows that Jesus saw the bigger picture. He could

have come and healed Lazarus, but many people would not

have realised that he is the Lord of life. Many people would

not have realised that he has power over life and death.

The bigger picture that Jesus wanted to paint for the sisters

was that God always responds when people call upon Him.

“His response may take one of three forms: “Yes,” “No,” or

“Wait.” He did not come when the sisters initially

summoned him, yet he responded nonetheless. He said,

“Wait.” While the sisters felt abandoned, ignored, unloved

and uncared for, Jesus was present in their story even

though he seemed absent. His love, care and concern for

them never changed even though he was not physically

present.”

Jesus’ behaviour and attitude, Rev Sifo said, are meant to

be a lesson for the whole Christian community.

“By letting Lazarus die, Jesus teaches us that he has not

come to prevent physical death. His task is not to break up

the natural course of human life. This present life has an

end; it cannot last forever. Jesus has not come in order to

make this life eternal. Rather, he has come to give another

life that will have no end. Jesus offers us a better deal and

the deal is that ‘whoever believes in him shall not die’ (Jn

11:26). He or she is born into a new life without limit and

end. The divine life that a Christian receives at baptism

manifests itself once this material life, linked to the

material world, ends. This is why early Christians called the

day of someone’s death a ‘birthday,’” Rev Sifo said.

He ended by urging the Mncwabe family not to lose hope

because of the grief caused by the death of Khethiwe.

“Jesus is a faithful friend. Even in death we are not beyond

the reach of his help. On this side we are worried about

how Khethiwe’s children are going to grow up without their

mother; on the other side, God has it all figured out. He is

saying to someone, ‘Khethiwe has died, but her death is the

means through which my glory will be revealed to the

world.’ No one would have ever referred to God as a father

to the fatherless if God did not bring something positive out

of our negative experiences. No one would have referred to

God as provider to the needy, had God not provided for

those who were in want,” Rev Sifo concluded.

PRESENT IN HIS ABSENCE: REMEMBERING KHETHIWE

The Mncwabe family during the memorial service. 



The Mncwabe family during the memorial service. 
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SMMS IS YOUR SEMINARY! IT NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT

By supporting SMMS you are playing your part in the

formation of transforming leaders for both the

church and nation.

Transforming leadership is vital if southern Africa is

to achieve its potential and become a region that is

fully healed, reconciled, able to address critical

challenges, respect the dignity and basic human

rights of all its people and deliver the essential and

humanising services that characterise societies at

their best.

If you share this vision, then you are the person we

are looking for!

We are on a ‘Friends of SMMS’ Campaign to establish

a movement of people who are passionate about

ministerial training and formation and who would

like to commit to helping us achieve our mission

statement – forming transforming leaders for church

and nation.

If you are called to partner with us and support

God’s work in this way, please tear off this slip and

fill in your details. Take the form to your bank and

you are a partner. Please do not forget to let us

know about your debit order so that we may

acknowledge your generosity appropriately.

For more information please contact:

Reception on 033 846 8600

or email: reception@smms.ac.za

We thank you in anticipation for your positive

response to this call.

Name of beneficiary

Account name: Seth Mokitimi Methodist Seminary

Bank: First National Bank (FNB)

Branch: Hayfields

SWIFT: FIRNZAJJ

Branch Code: 221425

Account No: 62216384876

Account type: Current

Payee

Account name:  ------------------------------------------------

Bank: ------------------------------------------------

Branch & Code:  -----------------------------------------------

Account No: -------------------------------------------------

Account type: -------------------------------------------------

Once off                  or              Monthly      

Amount: -------------------------------------------------

First payment date: ------------------------------------------

Signature: -------------------------------------------------

Date: -------------------------------------------------

Email: -------------------------------------------------

Phone number: ------------------------------------------------

mailto:reception@smms.ac.za
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