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PROJECT LEGACY BUILDERS BUY AHOUSE FOR
STUDENT ACCOMMODATION

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's
the only thing that ever has,” wrote American cultural
anthropologist, Margaret Mead.

No. 3 Isabel Beardmore Drive.

This is the story of the Project Legacy Builders, a
small group of lay Methodists from the two Natal
Districts who came together in 2015 to explore
fundraising initiatives for the long-term sustainability
of theseminary.

The group was moved by the plight of students who
had to struggle to find suitable and affordable
accommodation close to the seminary.

Accommodation for seminarians has been a huge
challenge. Properties in the vicinity of the seminary, a
fairly affluent neighbourhood, are well beyond the
means of most seminarians. Some would find
cheaper accommodation in town, very far from the
seminary. At times the cheaper option was not safe
and inconvenient to students who rely on public
transport. e
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Furthermore, it made it difficult for students to visit the
library in the evenings.

The Project Legacy Builders then took it upon
themselves to embark on various fundraising initiatives
for the purchase of a targeted property a stone’s throw
from the seminary.

They approached ordinary Methodists in circuits for
donations and set up a debit order facility with the
seminary’s bank. In May the group hosted a successful
fundraising gala dinner in Durban in which a substantial
amount of money was raised. In less than three years,
well over a million Rand, enough to buy the property, was
raised!

Members of the Project Legacyteam.

115 Golf Road, Epworth, Pietermaritzburg.
Tel: +27 33 846 8600 | http://www.smms.ac.za
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“IAM ADISAPPOINTED MAN” - REV WESLEY
MABUZA

It was the injustices of the apartheid system that
were so clear even to primary school children that
motivated the young Wesley, then living in
Sophiatown - the legendary black cultural hub - to
resolve to be a minister of religion so that he would
wage the struggle against the evil system from the
pulpit.

For the full length of his ministry under apartheid, he
was a vocal critic of the system and a thorn in the
flesh of the regime, and in the process, he was
putting his life at risk. Like all of us, he was ecstatic
when due to the combined efforts of democratic
forces at home and abroad, apartheid was defeated.
More than twenty years after the fall of the system
that he so laboured against, Rev Wesley Mabuza is a
disappointed man. Rev Mabuza shared his
disappointment with SMMS students at a recent visit
to the seminary.

“At this late stage in my life, | am a disappointed man
and God knows that | sit with deep disappointment.
Millions of our people are still living in filthy sub-
human conditions. Yet we see our own liberators
showing that they love money more than the lives of
the people they claim to have liberated. People who
were once ready to die for others do not mind
banking billions of Rand. Yet they cannot point a
single squatter camp that they have converted into a
liveable place for the poor,” Rev Mabuza said with
disappointment visible on his face.

E—r—

RevMabuzashows his disappointment.

He admitted that a lot progress has been made since
1994 but was quick to add that the millions of people
still living in grinding poverty cancel out that
progress.

He said, “If you still have so many people living in
poverty, it does not matter how much progress you
have made. A chain is as strong as its weakest link. In
similar manner, a nation is as strong as its poorest of
the poor. Until we eliminate poverty, we are still a
poor nation.

RevMabuzasays he is a disappointed man.

“Again to extoll the progress made by people who are paid
to do it, is like saying we ought to clap our hands because
the birds are flying or the fish are swimming. Birds have to
fly and fish have to swim. Politicians who are being paid
with the money from the people have to serve the people.
Why do they need special recognition? ”

Rev Mabuza admitted that the church was confused about
its relationship with the former liberation movement after
the fall of apartheid, with some of the leading apartheid
critics among the clergy joining government and political
parties.

“The church had trusted these people during the struggle
because we had the same agenda of liberation. After 1994,
we continued to trust them. Now we have come to realise
that we had different agendas. Some of the clergy had
joined political parties thinking that they would become
the ‘yeast’ within the political spectrum and that they
were now going to deal with ‘real issues’. They however
discovered that they were not the real issues and have
since come back,” he said.

While Christians cannot run away from politics, Rev
Mabuza said, what he has problems with is party politics.

“l have problems with party politics mainly based on
Philippians 2:3 which says ‘Do not vilify the next person
but value others above yourself. Yet party politics says ‘I
am better than you’. | will have great difficulties with a
Christian minister who sits in a group that cannot take
what one says because they are in the opposition. If you
tell me to do something that is good for the nation, |
cannot not support you just because you are a member of
the opposition.

“It would be better if those ministers who involve
themselves in party politics would moderate the
politicians they work with. But one never sees that
moderation. We ought to re-look into our biblical
understanding of our involvement in politics,” Rev Mabuza
said.



SMMS FIRST FEMALE STUDENT LEADER
REFLECTS ON TERM IN OFFICE, GENDER JUSTICE

The year 1976 was a watershed year in the history of
the Methodist Church of Southern Africa (MCSA). The
landmark decision of the 1972 Conference to have
women ordained into the full ministry of the church
was given effect with the ordination of Constance M.
Oosthuizen to ministry in that year.

It was clearly an injustice that women, who form more
than half of the church and who actually make the
church what it is, should be excluded from ordained
ministry on some dubious ground completely at odds
with the welcoming arms of Christ.

In 2016, while the MCSA was celebrating 40 years
since this milestone, the student body at SMMS was
making history by electing Noeleen Maquena, of Port
Elizabeth West Circuit (Grahamstown District), as the
first female Chairperson of the Seminarian Executive
Council (SEC).

Nominated by a male seminarian and voted by a
largely male student body to lead them for a year,
Maquena says it has been such an amazing privilege
and honour to have been elected in such a significant
year in the history of the MCSA, and to be a
participant in the making of history.

Now as the time approaches to hand over the button
to a new leadership, Maquena reflects on her term as
student leader, what it means for gender equality
and shares her views about gender issues at SMMS
and in theMCSA.

“The fact that | was nominated by a male seminarian
and voted into office by a largely male student body
shows that our male colleagues respect the
leadership abilities of women and they seem to have
embraced the progressive journey of accepting
female leaders,” Maquenasays.

She said she had been cautioned that she would be
discriminated against because she is a woman and so
was not sure what to expect. However she says she
has been getting overwhelming support from all
quarters and most importantly, from her team which
she says is very reliable and committed, and made it
possible for her to lead to the best of her ability.

Maquena said although a lot of progress has been
made in the MCSA in bridging the gender divide since
the ordination of Oosthuizen, a lot of work still needs
to be done to create a church in which discrimination
on the grounds of gender becomes a thing of the
past.

Maquena, who has worked in the private sector for
two decades, expressed disappointment at the slow
pace at which women are responding to God’s call to
ordained ministry and to senior leadership positions
in the church.

She said, “Although the church has a ‘40/40/20’
system, but looking through the Connexion, there is
still a lot of work to be done. We have so many

capable women and it is so sad that they are not being
used to grow our church. We note the role of Purity
Malinga as the first woman bishop and we want to
encourage other women to step into leadership positions.

“l think the one thing that would definitely make a
difference is if more women come forward and take their
stand against patriarchy and inequality. Women have
been silenced by fear and feeling inadequate to perform
certain duties. This has slowed down the pace of women
coming into leadership positions.”

Happily married to Jerome for 23 years, the mother of two
says she derives her strength to pursue her calling from
the support of her family.

Maquena expressesa point.

She said, “l have a very supportive husband and he has
played a pivotal role in my journey so far. He believes that
I have been called into the ministry and he will, when time
comes, move with me wherever the church sends me. My
children are very supportive as well, even though the
transition was not an easy one for the family.”

Maquena says although she has been in the children and
youth ministries for a couple of years, her passion is in
working with the elderly. “l have found that older people
are lonely, hurt, bitter, feel abandoned and yearn for some
attention. Some even feel that God has abandoned them. |
enjoy spending time with them and see how their eyes
come to life again when they tell their stories and
reminisce about the distant past,” she says.

Having been at the seminary for two years, she says she
has had some great moments. “My highlight has been the
Further Education and Mission (FEM) placement at a local
hospital. It really helped me overcome my
Nosocomephobia (fear of hospitals). Another experience
has been in the garden, growing my own vegetables and
eating them. The Nzondolelo experience - where
students go to a rural circuit for a couple of days, stay in
people’s home, eat what they eat and sleep where they
sleep - was absolutely a once in a lifetime experience that
taught me that humility is the key to people’s hearts.
Above all, my proudest moment was when | had to
congratulate the graduates on behalf of the students as
the SEC Chairperson.”



SMMS MARKS 500 YEARS OF REFORMATION

Five hundred years after the Reformation, the church
seems to have gone full circle; it is at a point where it
isin need of a second Reformation.

This emerged during the week-long
commemorations held to mark 500 years of the
Reformation, during the week of 31 July to 6 August.
The commemorations brought to the seminary clergy
from a number of denominations, including Anglicans
and Lutherans. These ministers took turns to preach
during chapel services and share their perspectives
on the Reformation, with the seminary community.

The commemorations kicked off with a service on
Tuesday, with Anglican priest, Fr Thulani Zikhali,
presiding over the Eucharist from the Anglican
liturgical tradition and speaking on the Reformation
from an Anglican perspective. Linking the past and
the present, Fr Zikhali recounted the story of Malaika
Wa Azania who joined the Economic Freedom
Fighters (EFF) founded by Julius Malema and other
disgruntled members of the ANC Youth League,
thinking that it would offer an alternative way of
doing politics from that of the ANC. However, Wa
Azania quit EFF after discovering that it was no
different from the ANC.

Fr Zikhali with Rev Norman Raphahlela after the service.

Fr Zikhali argued that the same phenomenon
happened in seventeenth century England when
King Henry VIIl cut ties with the Catholic Church
only to establish a denomination which has, in its
structure, become like the Catholic Church out of
which it emerged.

“When the Anglican Church started, the Archbishop
of Canterbury was regarded as first among equals.
But now he is no different from the Pope. The
Bishops are now like popes in their dioceses. | think
we have arrived at a point where we need another
reformation, because the very same things that
made the earliest Anglicans leave the Catholic
Church are now prevalent in the Anglican Church,”
Fr Zikhali said.

Then he reminded the Seminarians that the lessons of
the Reformation are that the church must always go
through a process of introspection and renewal for it to
be faithful to its calling. The following morning, Deputy
Bishop and Dean Nkosinathi Myaka of the Umngeni
Circuit of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Southern
Africa (ELCSA) noted that Martin Luther and other
reformers did not aim to start the Reformation, but it
happened by chance. He described Ephesians 2:8 as key
verse of the Reformation and argued that the sale of
indulgencies, one of the thorny issues that led to the
Reformation, is still happening today especially with the
so-called prosperity gospel churches. Dean Myaka ended
by urging the church to use the Reformation Anniversary
as an opportunity for renewal of the church: “As the way
forward, we need to revisit the basic tenets of the
Reformation. We need to rediscover the protestant
prophetic voice of the church as taught by the
Reformation. | affirm the three sub-themes of the
Lutheran World Federation Twelfth Assembly held in
Namibia in May ‘Salvation - Not for Sale, Human Beings -
Not for Sale, Creation - Not for Sale’.”

Rev Georg Scriba of the Lutheran Church, argued in a
panel discussion on Thursday, that some of Luther’s
‘theses’ are still as true for us today as they were 500 years
ago. He gave an example of Thesis 43 - “Christians are to
be taught that to give to the poor or to lend to the needy is

a better work than the purchase of indulgences.”
continued on page5

"Revisit the basic tenets of the Reformation”

- Dean Myaka



continued from page 4

He described the Middle Ages as a period
characterised by destitution, illiteracy, and
superstition. Since the bible was largely available in
Latin, knowledge of the bible and of the Christian
faith in general was very low among peasants. During
pastoral visits, congregants did not even know the
Ten Commandments, the Creed or the Lord’s Prayer.
Luther then translated the bible into German and
prepared a brief, plain, and simple catechism. Rev
Scriba said this helped Christians in German to
understand their faith and elevated the Church in
German to be where it is today.

Contributing to the discussion, SMMS President, Prof
R Simangaliso Kumalo, drew strong parallels

between Luther and John Wesley, noting that
Methodism was born out of the Reformation two
centuries later. Both Luther and Wesley were

struggling with the theologies of their churches, yet
both did not want to leave them to start their own
churches.

Like Luther before him who felt that salvation could
not be sold, Prof Kumalo said, Wesley’s reform was
aimed at renewing a tired Anglican Church which had
lost its vital spirituality, focus on ministry to the poor
and had become elitist.

Prof Kumalo argues that without Luther and the Reformation,
we might not have had Methodism.

He highlighted the fact that Wesley’s Aldersgate
experience, came as a result of someone reading
Luther’s commentary on the letter to the Ephesians
8:2. This further convicted Wesley on the issue of
justification by grace through faith, which was on the
same lines as the Reformation. From that moment on,
Wesley was convinced that salvation was by grace,
not by works or prayer.

“Wesley’s theology was based on Luther’s. Many of the
Methodist hymns are a translation of Luther’s hymns. It
is not far-fetched to argue that without Luther and the
Reformation, we might not have had Methodism.
Wesley is rightly credited with helping eighteenth
century England, which was on the verge of implosion,
avert a revolution,” Prof Kumalo said.

On Friday, another Lutheran minister, Rev Musa Zondi,
presented on the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of
Justification (JDDJ), which talks of the churches as now
sharing "a common understanding of our justification
by God's grace through faith in Christ”. He shared that
the JDDJ was developed, and agreed on, by the
Catholics and the Lutherans in 1999, after years of
dialogue.

He added that the Methodists adopted the declaration
in 2006. Rev Zondi welcomed the World Communion of
Reformed Churches, which represents the
Congregational, Presbyterian, Reformed, among other
churches, who adopted the Declaration in August 2017.
It was also noted that the World Methodist Conference
has also signed this Declaration through its General
Secretary, the Rev Ivan Abrahams. Therefore Seminarians
were urged to read more about it and observe it because
Methodism is bound by it.

The story of the Reformation was presented in the form of
a drama by the Pietermaritzburg Lutheran Youth, on
Saturday.

The curtain came down on the commemorations with a
service in which anti-apartheid activist, academic and
cleric, Rev Prof Allan Boesak, urged the church in South
Africa to invest in and look with hope to the future. He
expressed sorrow that the future that the youth of 1976
invested in with their lives, seems to have been sold off at
a bargain price, and called on the church to go out and
buy that future again, even if it is with blood.

RevScriba argues that some of Lut h &t h & s essilltruea today.



GO BUY THAT LAND ...THERE IS AFUTURE

In the midst of the challenges bedevilling South
Africa, anti-apartheid activist, academic and cleric,
Rev Prof Allan Boesak, has urged the church in
South Africa to invest in and look with hope to the
future. Prof Boesak was preaching to the SMMS
community in a service to mark the end of the
seminary’s commemoration of 500 Years of the
Reformation, on 6 August.

Reflecting on the passage in which the prophet
Jeremiah buys a piece of land in the midst of a
raging war, when Judah is besieged by the
Babylonians (Jeremiah 32), Prof Boesak said the
prophet is acutely aware that beyond the war, there
is going to be a future in which houses, fields and
vineyards will again be bought.

“God tells Jeremiah that the city will be totally
destroyed. The people will suffer. The king will be led
away to exile. But Jeremiah must go and buy the land
properly, according to the law. God lets Jeremiah
understand that he is not just buying the land but is
buying into the future that he does not as yet see, a
future that he cannot conceive but must believe that
it will come to pass,” Prof Boesak said.

He said South Africa is technically at war and many
forces want us to believe that it is a war that we
cannot win, but no matter how difficult things might
be, there is a future to look forward to.

Prof Boesakposes for a photo with
(I to r) Revs Thulani Ndlazi, Musi Losaba Norman Raphahlela, Prof
Simangaliso Kumalo, Louis Williams and Bishop Mike Vorster.

“When only a few years after the struggle our people
begin to ask whether their sacrifices and all the years
of the struggle were in vain, and if they have to
wonder whether our reconciliation process was a
fraud or just playing political pietism, you must know
that there is a war. When the gap between the rich
and the poor today is greater than it ever was in the
days of apartheid, we ought to know that there is a
war.

When the LGBTI find the courts against them despite
our constitution, find the church against them despite
our professed love for Jesus, because we think we
know better than Jesus, because we want to sit on God’s
throne of judgement over people God made in God’s
image, and we target them, hunt them down, rape and
murder them in the name of a terrifyingly homophobic
Jesus, know that there is a war goingon.

“Jeremiah is saying to South Africa, ‘I know there is a
war going on but do not give up. Do not despair for
there is a future. Go out and buy that land for there is a
future. It doesn’t matter how dark it looks right now,
there is a future. It doesn’t matter that it seems as if
our future has been stolen by our own people and sold
to the first person with money. Maybe the future is not
the kind we believed in during the struggle, but there is
a different kind of future. We have to take it, shape it
and believe in it,’” he said.

Prof Boesak challenged the seminarians to go out and
‘buy that land and believe in that future’ like the youth of
1976 who put their lives on the line to invest in a future
they did not know about.

He said, “The students of 1976 stood up and gave the
struggle a new life. They took the struggle out of the
darkness of silence, when nobody was able to say a word,
when most of us ran away to hide underground. They did
not know if they would come back alive. They had no
guarantee that they would survive. Yet they marched
facing police dogs, guns, tear gas, torture and death,
because they believed in the future. They were not afraid
to go out and buy a future; not for themselves but for us
and our children and their children.”

Prof Boesak expressed sorrow that the future that the
1976 students invested in with their lives, seems to have
been sold off at a bargain price, and called on the church
to go out and buy that future again, even if it is with blood.
“God says go out and buy that land right now; take your
witnesses with you, sign your name, even if it means with
blood, because there are generations to come who must
claim that land for themselves. The struggle for justice
and prophetic resistance is not just for the long haul but
there are costs involved and it demands sacrifices. You
have to pay the price.”

He warned against being like Jesus’ disciples who lost
hope when he was crucified: “When the Roman soldiers
came to arrest Jesus that night, they actually came to tell
him that there is no future. When they bound him, mocked
him, flogged him and nailed him to the cross, they were
actually telling him it’s all over; there is no future. When
he was crucified, the disciples were hiding because they
thought there was no future and it was all over. But Jesus
refused to believe that there was no future and appeared
to them on Easter Sunday in a room where they were
hiding.”

Prof Boesak applauded President Jacob Zuma for asking
the church to pray for him, because, as he said, it is not
every President who thinks they need prayer.

continued on page7



REFLECTIONS ON THE NZONDELELO PLUNGE
BY CLAIREBANKS

It was a great privilege to be amongst the group togo
on the 2017 Nzondelelo mission trip, and to be
welcomed so warmly by the Umzinto community. The
South African countryside is beautiful; something
which we do not appreciate as much, constantly
being in a big city. Just being in a rural area, in tranquil
nature, not having traffic jams, high buildings and
perpetual noise was calming and reminded me of the
wonder of God’s creation.

So frequently we have preconceived ideas of how
things ought to be, and if things do not go according
to plan, we often write it off as not worthwhile or a
failure. This is precisely when God’s work becomes
so much more profound, as we are pushed out of our
comfort zones. On arriving in Umzinto, we found
ourselves in a situation that provided logistical
challenges. We could so easily have abandoned the
trip or written it off. However, God ordained this time
for us to be in a specific place, with a specific mission,
and despite human weakness, God’s work continued.
Mission is never comfortable, but rather a mindset of
trusting in God’s providence for us to do the work God
has ordained

We joined the Bible Women and Evangelist
Convention, and we were welcomed so warmly and
unreservedly into the company of these wonderful
people of God. | was particularly humbled by the
incredible dedication, love, care and tireless service
of the Bible Women and Evangelists. | am sure many
of us gained a new appreciation of the great work
that they do. They take Jesus’ instruction to “go”
seriously - they go where sent and truly are, not only
his hands and feet, but also his heart, mercy, care and
love, to so many.

The early mornings, late evenings, vast distances
they walk, the many prayers they pray, the words of
encouragement and hope that they bring, often go

unnoticed. We, at SMMS, can certainly learn a
huge amount from their example of servant-
leadership. We may even need to start fitness

classes if we want to keep up with the gogos! We
had the opportunity to accompany the Bible
Women and Evangelists into people’s homes, to
the bereaved and some of us were also blessed
to visit the sick in hospital. | will never forget the
look of pain and helplessness on a mother’s face
after losing her only son, help and provider,
through crime, the fear experienced by so many in
such a broken, uncaring and violent world. Or the
laboured breathing of a women dying in hospital,
and the healing brought by touch and prayer and
conversation. We were truly humbled to be
allowed a glimpse into people’s private spaces
and lives and to be able to bring a real Jesus, with
real hope and healing.

All of these encounters were life-changing. | was struck,
once again, that God is calling us to live our calling of
being his hands and feet and bringing love and an ear, to
every encounter, not just those in the homes we visited or
in the hospital, but also those we pass during the day; like
the children on the street, the teller at the local shop, the
women who cooked meal after meal after meal for us
(bless them!), the man having a drink after a hard week at
his “temple” (tavern), the patient bus driver who gave up
his family time to stay with us for the weekend due to
unforeseen circumstances, the people that opened their
homes for us at the very last minute, and so many more.

During the course of the weekend, we heard many
sermons and experienced many heartfelt and inspiring
worship sessions. However, what particularly stood out
for me was the powerful preaching by the two Bible
Women and Evangelist - practical, insightful, meaningful
and so straight down-the-line, a stark reminder that
theology on the ground is just as important, if not more
“real”, than theology that we find merely in books.
Theology must be life-giving.

- W

Banks(2"d right) prepares breakfast with other Nzondelelo missionaries.

continued from page6

He said, “If he comes in the spirit of humility to ask for
forgiveness for what he and his government have done to
our country; if he is contrite about what happened at
Marikana; if he is more worried about the future of our
children than he is about his own future and if he comes
and asks the church to pray for guidance and has the
courage to do justice, love mercy and to walk humbly with
God, then we should pray earnestly, fervently and
expectantly. But if he comes to the church to plead
powerlessness and victimhood, then we must be very
careful how we pray, what we pray for and who we pray to.
Don’t knock on the doors of heaven in order for God to
justify the pain of God’s children. ”

He said prayer is a powerful weapon and so we should not
waste ourprayers.

“Prayer is a powerful thing. In 1985 we prayed for the
down fall of the apartheid government and by 1989, the
walls were crumbling. By February 1990 the regime was
saying everybody should be unbanned and on 11
February, Nelson Mandela was out of jail. That is because
the church prayed,” Prof Boesak concluded.



FROM BLOEMFONTEIN TO UMZINTO
BY SARAHDICKS

That Thursday morning, | was full of expectations as |
sat on the bus on our way to Umzinto. In my mind |
pictured that the experience in Umzinto would be
more or less the same as the conventions in my rural
context of Bloemfontein.

On our last comfort stop, as we went to the rest
rooms, the door jammed and a good number of us
were stuck inside the rest room. A fellow Nzondelelo
missionary took a photo from the outside, joking that
we were in jail. The irony is that we experienced
accommodation problems when we got to Umzinto
and our male colleagues ended up sleeping in jail!

Upon arrival at our destination, it started to rain
mildly. We were sent out in three groups to different
mission stations. Some went to the hospital; others to
a funeral and | was in a group that went into the com-
munity with the evangelists and the bible women to
do door-to-door evangelisation.

As the people let us into their private abodes, | realise
how poverty stricken some of them were. | could see
from the condition of their homes that they barely
made ends meet. We encouraged them and gave
them hope, as they shared their painful stories with
us. On our way out, it started to rain a little bit harder,
but we pressed on to spread the Good News of God.

Dicks with 2 evangelists after a hectic day.

We met a group of school children. We called them,
surrounded them as we held each other’s hands to form a
human chain and we prayed for them in our different
languages. It reminded me of Acts 2, when the disciples
prayed and each one heard in their own language. We
carried on singing hymns on the pathways as we walked
back to the church.

When responding to the call of nature, | discovered that
all the toilets in the neighbourhood as well as at the
church were pit toilets. It is such a humbling experience,
because you have to go in there and hold your breath for
as long as you can and make sure that your long garment
(cassock) is at the right place. It made me appreciate my
standard of living, because sometimes we like to take
what we have for granted. At the pit toilet at the church,
there was a five litre container with water outside the door
to wash our hands after visiting the house of convenience.
It made me realise how we take flowing water for granted
and wasteit unnecessarily.

We spent the Friday in church. Some of our missionaries
were included in the liturgy. | was asked to say a prayer,
something that | gladly did. Our host, Rev. Madonsela
conducted a bible study based on Mark 5, the story of a
demon-possessed man. He shared that the man was not
in his right mind, but when he saw Jesus from afar he ran
and fell down before him. We who are in our right minds
do not run and fall down before Jesus!

After lunch on Saturday, we went out to do missionary
work. | learnt that if you do missionary work in rural areas
you must be very fit! We walk long distances, up and down
the hill. We stepped on rocks; walked through water and
on muddy paths. It was such an adventurous experience.
As a group of us were walking to our last mission, just
before we departed, a group of small children who spot-
ted us in our cassocks started to scream loudly, “Hallelu-
jah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!” | was so touched and | real-
ised that our uniform as a symbol on its own is also a mes-
sage of hope to people in a suffering world.

I must admit that it is tough for women in ministry,
because | observed in the church that the sermons were
mostly for our male colleagues and every time a female
offered to interpret, she was shut down with the words
“..we don’t need one”. One of my challenges was the
language barrier, especially when we were doing field
work. The good thing that came out of it is that | am
encouraged to learn at least two vernacular languages in
order to understand the people | will minister to and it will
give them the freedom to approach me in their native
language. Unable to understand the conversations, all |
could do was restricted to the ministry of presence in
most homes.

The Nzondelelo experience was a humbling, learning and
growing experience for me. | learnt that we can endure
the depths of hardship if we are united in prayer.
Together we can conquer world.



CONFERENCE ESTABLISHES METHODIST
THEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The first ever academic conference on Methodism
hosted by Methodists of the Connexion, at the Seth
Mokitimi Methodist Seminary (SMMS) on 28-29
September, agreed to establish the Methodist
Theological Society of Southern Africa (MTSSA).

The aim of the society is to promote reflection on
Methodist Theology by Methodist scholars, students
and ordinary members of the church. The MTSSA will
run from SMMS and its future conferences will also be
heldat the institution.

An interim steering committee, composed of
seasoned and emerging Methodist theologians was
elected to spearhead the society. The immediate task
of the committee, headed by Prof Mokhele Madise
and includes some seminarians, is to plan for the next
conference and develop a constitution and guidelines
for the society.

The society will consider processes of establishing an
accredited peer reviewed academic journal of
Methodist scholarship.

Meanwhile, the historic conference which ran under
the theme One and Undivided MCSA and drew
participants from all over the country, was hailed as a
major success by delegates. The conference was an
opportunity for a critical theological reflection on the
discourse of being a “One and Undivided MCSA”. The
quality of papers presented was impressive such that
delegates agreed to publish them in a book ready for
launch at the 2018 conference.

Participants agreed that the conference be held
annually to grapple with various theological issues
within the MCSA. As such, it will not only provide a
space for theological engagement and reflection, but
will also make theological tools and resources
available to the Methodist people in Africa and
beyond.
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Delegates pose for a photo at the end of the conference.

MYTHOLOGICAL DIMENSIONS OF AFROCENTRISM

Although Africa is like a beggar sitting on a heap of gold,
there are many opportunities that keep presenting
themselves for Africans to change their lot for the better,
according to Prof Jean-Jacques Ngor Seéne of Chatham
University, in the USA.

Prof Sene was delivering the second Lecture on Black
Thought and African Studies, co-hosted with the Black
Methodist Consultation, under the theme Mythological
Dimensions of Afrocentrism, on 24 August.

He said after the honeymoon of independence, Africa
descended into chaos and was in very bad shape.

“After the Cold War, Africa found herself drinking a cocktail
of disasters - poverty, conflict and AIDS. It was a time when
ethnic conflict was rife. We saw it in Sierra Leone, Liberia,
Rwanda, and in many other countries,” he said.

At the same time, Prof Sene said, this period and several
other moments in history, also gave us an opportunity to
reflect and rethink of ourselves as Africans and the direction
that we ought to take. He was quick to add that some of
these turned out to be missed opportunities.

He said, “In 1962, when Haile Selassie convened the
founding meeting of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU),
that was a great opportunity. But it later became very
disappointing as it turned out to be a club of dictators that
came together to help each other commit all sorts of abuses
in their countries, and retreat to their palaces with their
mistresses and lining their pockets with public funds.”

Another mistake the OAU made, Prof Sene said, was
sanitising the borders created by colonial powers.

“The Preamble of the declaration of Addis Ababa speaks of
the inviolability of the frontiers inherited from colonialism.
That is absurdity at its best, an organisation of African unity
signing into law that the borders drawn at the Berlin Colonial
Conference should not be violated! That was a contradiction
that we cannot reconcile,” he said.

He said all is not lost as Africa still has vast untapped
potential.

“The powerful notion of interdependence is a common
positive and useful African cultural trait. Africans have
exported to the world the concept of conflict resolution,
which did not exist in the Western discourse before the
1970s. When the Western court system could not mediate
the crisis after the genocide in Rwanda, the Rwandese went
back to the traditional conflict resolution system which
proved quite effective. Africans are a resilient people. We
have suffered untold odds and yet we are able to sing and
dance through the revolutions. African people offer an
unparalleled example of what it means to be resilient”, Prof
Sene said.
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Prof Sene says Africa islike a beggar seating on a heap of gold.



