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Thabiso Mcinga receives the Effort Award from Rev Raphahlela.

The Dean of Chapel, Rev Norman Raphahlela, has
challenged the exiting seminarians to go out and
preach the gospel ‘in season and out of season, when
time allows and when it does not.’
Rev Raphahlela was delivering a message to the
third year seminarians on their ﬁnal day in the
seminary, during the valedictory service, on 23
November.
“Paul preached the gospel in Rome, ‘without
hindrance’, as Luke says. He preached at the heart of
the empire. You must also be prepared to preach the
gospel of Christ right at the heart of the empire,
because even the emperor in his kingdom cannot
overpower Christ. He cannot prevent Christ from
bringing people into a new land, to serve a new king,”
Rev Raphahlela said.
The Dean also lamented the fact that the prophetic
gospel of Christ has been overtaken by the
‘prosperity gospel,’ and challenged the exiting
seminarians to ﬁnd new ways of showing the
kingdom of God.
He said, “If you want to preach the Jesus of history,
you must deny yourselves and become a new
people. You must die to certain things of this world
because you have left all that for the sake of Christ.”

CONFERENCE EXPLORES RELIGION, GOVERNANCE
AND HUMANITARIANISM
The recently held 2nd Annual Critical Investigations
into Humanitarianism in Africa (CIHA) Blog
Conference lived to its expectations as a
marketplace of ideas.
The conference, which brought together experts
from a wide variety of disciplines and from all over
the world, ran under the theme Religion, Governance
and Humanitarianism in Africa. It explored issues
ranging from religion, migration, HIV and AIDS,
Pentecostalism, governance, Ubuntu, among many
other issues that are relevant to the African
continent.
The titles of presentations were catchy, wetting
delegates’ appetites before the conference started:
‘Religion as site of struggle’, ‘The politics of prayer’,
‘Men of God’, ‘Seek the economic kingdom ﬁrst’,
‘Engaging the Jihad against poverty’, ‘The pastor’s
wife’, among others.
Delegates hailed the conference as a great success
and appreciated SMMS for hosting it.
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Delegates pose for a photo at
the end of the conference.

KHOZA MGOJO CENTRE BECOMING A REALITY
The Khoza Mgojo Centre, an initiative of the Seth
Mokitimi Methodist Seminary, is taking shape. This
follows a number of activities, initiatives and
meetings that have been held with various
organisations. The vision of the centre is to become a
locus for knowledge production and dissemination
as a means to produce tangible social change in
communities.
Named after the late educator, anti-apartheid activist
and clergyman, Rev Dr Khoza Mgojo, the Centre
comprises the Ubunye Programme for Reconciliation
and Humanitarianism, Zwiliwa Programme for Food
Security and Mission and the Chaplaincy Programme.

Prof Kumalo hands his book on John Dube to Thandi Ngcobo,
Director of the John Dube Institute, after partnership talks on the Khoza Mgojo Centre.

The Ubunye Programme for Reconciliation and
Humanitarianism has four focus areas, namely,
Gender and Human sexuality; Xenophobia and
Migration; Ethnicity and Tribalism; and Racism and
Race Relations. Additionally, the Centre houses the
seminary’s Work-Integrated Learning Programme.

It will also involve students being placed in circuits,
social justice and ecumenical organisations, as well
as community based organisations that are working
on a variety of issues. That way the seminarians will
acquire skills and practical experience of facilitating
change processes in communities and churches.

The seminary programmes will involve the writing of
academic papers by students. The papers will be
published through blogs, on the SMMS website and in
the form of a periodical which will be sent to the
entire Methodist community and beyond.

It is envisaged that the Centre will be a vehicle
through which students acquire and disseminate
knowledge on a vast array of social justice issues
which knowledge will produce tangible social
change in communities.

NOKUTHELA’S STORY HIGHLIGHTS PLIGHT OF
WOMEN IN SOCIETY

Prof Keita noted how Nokuthela and her husband
built Ohlange Institute in Inanda, established a
mission station and a school at Incwadi, west of
Behind every successful man, there is a strong, wise Pietermaritzburg, among many other ground
and hardworking woman. Yet in most cases that breaking institutions that furthered the cause of a
woman is rarely acknowledged.
multiracial democracy for South Africa. She is known
to have greatly inspired many young black women to
That was the story of Nokuthela Mdima Dube, wife of pursue their educational dreams in the United States.
Dr John Langalibalele Dube, the ﬁrst President of the
South African Native National Congress, which later He said, “Along with her husband, Nokuthela
became the African National Congress (ANC).
authored a book titled Amagama Abantu (A Zulu
Song Book), a book that stands as a landmark in the
Delivering a Lecture on Nokuthela Dube to SMMS development of Zulu Choral music. Part of their
students and staﬀ on the sidelines of the CIHA Blog eﬀorts led to the popularisation of Nkosi Sikelel’
Conference, Prof Cherif Keita of Carleton College in iAfrika (composed by Enoch Sontonga) which later
the US, who has done a lot of research on the Dubes became the national anthem of the Republic of South
and was instrumental in ﬁnding Nokuthela’s grave, Africa after being performed for years by the Ohlange
described how Nokuthela was instrumental to the Choir as A Prayer for the Children at Ohlange.
success of her husband, yet did not get the
recognition that she deserved.
“In spite of all her contributions to the success of her
husband, she was buried in Brixton Cemetery in an
Married to Dube for twenty years and without her own unmarked grave, upon her death in 1917, in a way
biological children, Nokuthela left her husband after silenced for ninety years and erased from history until
he had betrayed her by fathering a child with a school in 2009 when Johannesburg City Parks located her
learner.
grave,” Prof Keita said.
In happier times, the multi-talented dynamic heroine
and her husband worked tirelessly, Prof Keita
recounted, including travelling several times to the
United States and Europe, to raise funds for their work
to uplift the African people. During the tours, John
would speak about their plans, followed by Nokuthela
who would dazzle audiences with her superb voice,
her click songs and her piano playing.
Still standing: SMMS and John Dube Institute staff stand in front of the
classroom block at Incwadi School that Nokuthela built.
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“SEE HUMANITY AS JESUS DOES” – REV SANDERS
If you see humanity from the perspective of Jesus,
you should be able to call them blessed, no matter
their
gender,
race,
sexual
orientation
or
circumstance.
This is according to Rev Dr Edwin C Sanders II,
founder
and
pastor
of
the
Metropolitan
Interdenominational Church in Nashville, Tennessee
in the US.
Rev Sanders was delivering a homily on the Sermon
on the Mount to students and staﬀ on a recent visit to
SMMS for the CIHA Blog Conference.

“No matter what they are dealing with, if you have
the perspective of Jesus you will be able to say
‘Blessed!’ Blessed if you are the one who has been
dismissed because of the colour of your skin.
Blessed is the woman who has been dismissed
because society has decided that she is a nobody on
account of her sexuality or her gender. Blessed if you
end up being the one who is set aside and treated as
though you are nobody and nothing because society
has labelled you like that.”
Rev Sanders added that when Jesus looks at us from
that elevated position, he sees us individually, in
terms of our particularities and our peculiarities and
in ways that do not make us a part of some statistical
assessment of who we might be.

He said, “If you have Jesus’ perspective and if you see
as Jesus does, you can go anywhere, in any situation
and you will be able to know that when you look at a
human being, you are looking at the creation of the
hand of God, you are looking at someone who has the
ﬁngerprint of God, someone who is special and
unique in a way that only God can make.

Rev Sanders participates in a panel discussion during the CIHA Blog Conference.

PRESIDENT ON FRUITFUL US TOUR
SMMS President, Prof RS Kumalo, while in San
Antonio, Texas in the US recently, held meetings with
key scholars and representatives of US seminaries
and universities to explore possible partnerships with
SMMS.
Prof Kumalo was attending the 2016 American
Academy of Religion (AAR) Annual Meeting. The
prestigious AAR Annual Meetings are the largest
events of the year in the ﬁelds of religious studies and
theology, bringing together thousands of professors
and students, authors and publishers, religious
leaders and interested laypersons each year.

Prof Kumalo poses for a photo with Profs Parker and Campbell
after the discussions.
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Prof Kumalo met with Prof Ted Campbell, a highly
respected scholar of Methodist History and Prof
Evelyn Parker, a leading Practical Theologian and
specialist in Youth Ministry from the Southern
Methodist University's Perkins School of Theology in
Dallas, Texas. The discussion centred around a
possible partnership between the two institutions and
in particular on an exchange programme for staﬀ and
students of the two institutions. A Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) was prepared for signing. Prof
Kumalo also met with the Dean of the School, Prof
Grain Hill who gave his blessings to the discussions on
the partnership between Perkins and SMMS.

Meanwhile, Chief Editor of New Room Books, Dr
Kathryn Armistead, informed Prof Kumalo on the
sidelines of the AAR Annual Meeting in San Antonio,
that he has been appointed member of the Editorial
Board of the publishing house.
The board consists of the most respected scholars
of the Wesleyan tradition. It is an honour for Prof
Kumalo to be on this board, but most importantly, it
also adds value to SMMS’ proﬁle for having its leader
on this prestigious and respected board.

The President also met with the Dean of Duke Divinity
School, Prof Elaine Heather and former Dean, Prof
Richard Bishop Hayes. The discussion centred around
the partnership between the two institutions. Duke is
sending its Director of International Relations to
SMMS in January 2017 to ﬁnalise the MOU.
Prof Kumalo also met with Prof Cherif Keita from
Carlton College in Minnesota and Dr Rosinah Gabaitse
from the University of Botswana, who are both doing
research on Nokuthela Dube, the wife of Rev John
Langalibalele Dube. The discussion was around
collaborating on the Incwadi food security project
through the Khoza Mgojo Centre for Social Justice and
Transformation. At the meeting, SMMS was tasked
with organising a commemoration of Nokuthela’s
death in June to highlight the plight of women in our
church and nation.
The President also met with Dr Matthew Charlton of
the Campus Ministry, who visited SMMS in October
and Prof Traci West, a respected scholar of Gender
Studies, from Drew University. She is also United
Methodist and is hoping to visit SMMS in the new year.
Prof Kumalo with Prof Heather after the brief meeting.

“CHAPLAINCY A MINISTRY OF PRESENCE AND
AVAILABILITY” – DR MOYO

Dr Moyo was addressing students at a Chaplaincy
expo organised to give students an appreciation of
the ministry of chaplaincy.
“Chaplaincy is ministering where there is no church. It
is when the church goes to the people, not the other
way round,” Dr Moyo said. He emphasised that
ministers need training to be chaplains. He said, “The
assumption is that if you are an ordained minister you
automatically become a chaplain. It is more than
responding to a job advert in the newspaper.” That is
not the case.
Dr Moyo urged future chaplains to be ecumenical if
they are to be eﬀective chaplains.

It’s all smiles after an informative expo.

The main purpose of a chaplain is to listen, care and
respond appropriately to a client’s needs.
This is according to Dr Hebert Moyo, Lecturer in
Practical Theology
at
the
University
of
KwaZulu-Natal.

“Chaplains are champions of ecumenical theology.
They respond to the religious and moral needs of
people from a variety of denominations and religions.
Do not be a slave of your denomination. Be an
interfaith specialist,” Dr Moyo advised the students.
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“GOSPEL OF JESUS SHOULD DISTURB YOU,”
SEMINARIANS TOLD
At a recent visit to SMMS, Rev Dr Mathew Charlton,
Assistant General Secretary of the General Board of
Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) responsible
for Collegiate Ministry, cautioned students against
making the gospel of Jesus something casual and
warned that it should actually ﬁll them with dread.
He said, “It should ﬁll you with dread that God has
called you to preach the gospel. Your heart should be
troubled that God has called you to proclaim the
gospel of Jesus because there are still many people
lying in ditches everywhere and most people are
willing to pass by on the other side.

Dr Charlton challenged the seminarians to ‘go out
and bandage the wounds of the world.’
He said, “The gospel of Jesus Christ requires us to go
and show mercy where mercy is needed, to go and
proclaim justice where justice is needed, to go and
heal the wounds of God’s people where healing is
needed.
“Go and bandage the wounds of the world. Go and lift
those who have been beaten down by those who
might steal their life and their livelihood. Go and put
them on your own donkey, put them in your own
house if necessary. Bind their wounds and bring them
to a place of healing so that they might live,” he said.

“The gospel of Jesus should disturb you even as it
comforts you. The love of God and the requirements
of discipleship should disturb you even as they ﬁll
you with joy, peace hope and love.”

All smiles: Dr Charlton shares a light moment with
Prof Kumalo and Prof Traci West.

Dr Charlton expresses a point.

METHODISTS IGNITING MISSION
Members of the Methodist Church of Southern Africa
(MCSA) gathered at SMMS for the second Mission
Congress running under the theme Methodists
Igniting Mission, from 24 to 27 November.
The Congress ended with delegates celebrating a
missional God and committing to uphold unity in their
diversity: “We celebrate a missional God who has
blessed us with a brand plucked from the ﬁre, a
warmed heart, and a passion for the world as our
parish. We celebrate a missional God who has
blessed us with a rich diverse heritage of those who
have gone before us, and who are now a deep well
from which we draw encouragement and inspiration
for mission in the present context.

From left to right: Revs Sifiso Luvuyo, Simphiwe Mthembu, Frans
Mabuza and Luxolo Mantini pose for a photo during the Mision Congress.

“As members of the MCSA, we commit ourselves
intentionally to living out our Connexionality in
practical, meaningful and respectful ways. This
should be our culture, our way of being. We believe
that Christ calls us to intentional ecumenical and
inter-faith relationships, as well as partnering with
other life-giving organisations.”
The Seth Mokitimi Village wishes you
a merry Christmas and a blessed 2017
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